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sc F“*Miseries of human life.” Among the many 
miseries Which fall to the lot of us unfortunate print- 
ers and editors, this is not among the least vexatious 
—to look over and read half a bushel of newspapers, 
and spend many toi!some hours in gleaning such mat 
ter from them as it is supposed will interest and 
amuse our readers—and then be compelled to throw 
the whole away, thatroom may be afforded for docu- 
mentary or other articles which must be inserted.— 
Under such circumstances we are oftentimes placed, 
week after week—and a very unpleasant one it is. 

In addition to a great quantity of interesting mis- 
cellaneous matter and items of almost every useful 
description, we have just now prepared a long, and, 
as we believe, important essay, in relation to the 
agriculture of the United States, in which many sta- 
tistical facts are presented to claim the attention of 
the reader—but, from the progress and prospect of] 
things at Washington, we shall be compelled, until 
after the rising of congress, to confine ourselves to 
occurrences there, some of which are of extraordi- 
nary interest or character, and will command much 
reference and remark hereafter. From the temper 
manifested, and the singular matters which have been 
introduced to occupy the time of congress, we can 
hardly hope for the adoption of any important mea- 
sure, as the session must close on the Srd day of next 
month. The bill, however, respecting wool and 
woollen manufactures, has had its progress through 
the house—see proceedings. 





Sccf Mr. Parris has been elected a senator of the 
United States, in place of Mr. Holmes, from Maine, 
and Mr. Ellis, in the place of Mr. Reed, from Missis- 
sippi; Mr. Ruggles has been re-elected from Ohio, 
and the two houses of the legislature of Massachu- 
setts have not yet agreed in their choice. We shall 
give purlicuiars hereafter, for reference. 

SccPFilcs of London papers to the Ist Jan. have 
heen received at New York. The present appearance 
of things is decidedly pacific. Itis stated that the 
official relations between Spain and Portugal were 
sbout to be resumed—the baron Damas, French mi- 
nister for foreign affairs, in a speech delivered in the 
house of peers, tias admitted the right of Great Bri- 
tain to take the partthat she has. The British troops 
were rectived at Lisbon with acciamations. The 
Portuguese rebcis appear to have been beaten in se- 
veral affairs—but their force, under the command of 
the marquis de Chaves, a very weuilhy noble, was of 
inuch strength, and he was abundantly supplied with 
money. ‘Che British troops will soon settle affairs 
with him, unless he is permitted to retire into Spain 
We have not room for partiertlars. We gather, how- 
ever, an opinion from what we see, that Spain will re- 
cede from her. hostile designs towards Portugal, and 
that peace will be restored to the latter, by suppres- 
sing the tebel Portuguese and vagabond Spaniards 

incited by the priests), who have joined them. 


The king of Prussia has broken his leg—the king 
of France is confined to his apa: tment with diseased 
legs, which cause ‘“‘apprehensions’—and the duke 
of York was at the peint of death. Indeed, 1 is re- 
ported that he was dead. 


The Greek frigate Helas has arrived at Malta, from 
New York and proceeded to Napoii. Theve fs no- 
‘hing new fram Greece. 

XN NI-----No. 24. 





We have a good deal of interesting matter from 
Colombia. The arrival of Bolivar in Venezuela ap~ 
pears to have had instant operation in restoring 
peace and confidence. In his proceedings, we do not 
see any disposition to act otherwise than becomes a 
patriot. 


“Central America,” we fear, is in a state of an- 
archy and civil war—to what extent we are not cer+ 
tainly advised; and the neighboring Mexican pro- 
vince of Texas, seems to be declared independent, 
which, it is stated, isto be chiefly supported by the 
seduction of the Indian trides—23 af them having 
entered into treaties on the subject. Among them 
are that part of the Cherokees which emigrated 
west of the Mississippi, pursuant to a treaty with the 
United States. 


—_——- 


5 There has been a highly interesting debate in 
fhe senate, respecting the proposed repeal or redué- 
tion of theduty on salt, which abounds with statisti- 
cal matter of much importance. Messrs. Woodbury, 
of New Hampshire, and Holmes, of Maine, bore a 
principal part of it—and fhe subject must be noticed, 
after we are a little relieved from the pressure of 
current matter. We take this occasion to observe, 
that things delayed must not be supposed neglected, 
and that huadreds of articles, the value of which 
will not suffer by delay, are only postponed. The 
new volume, to be commenced at the rising of con- 
gress, will be specially devoted to bringing up arrear- 
ages, and preserving documents, proceedings and 
facts, useful for present purposes or important for 
reference. 


—- 


Ixpiaxs. Ht will be recollected that, a short timé 
ago, some persons in Georgia or Florida were mur- 
dered by Seminole Indians—the governor of the for 
mer intimated to the legislature, that the tribe was em- 
bodied and prepared for war; and the governors of 
both Georgia and Florida ordered outa military force 
to protect the inhabitants of the state ard territory. 
It now &ppears that the troops detached for this pur- 
pose have returned, without any discovery of hostile 
intentions in the tribe—that the outrages are traced 
to a small party of seven or eight vagabonds, whom 
the Seminoles have manifested the best disposition to 
arrest and deliver up, and that they are too sensible 
of their dependent condition to hope arelief of it by 
an appeal to force—untutored as they are, they know 
that existence rests upon unconditional submission, 


j and an orderly and quiet deportment. The Georgia 


troops, however, it appears, were not discharged, 
but retained with the probable view of acting against 
another tribe, the Creeks, who had resisted a survey 
of their country, without their consent, as is stated in 
the president’s message, and the documents which 
accompany it, inserted in the following pages. 


We earnestly wish (all circumstances considered), 
the amicable removal of all the Indian tribes to the 
westward of the Mississippi, as rapidly as the nature 
of things shall require it, provided they caf really 
have a location and a home on the lands given to them 
in exchange for those they possess; but the measures 
at present in pursuit by Georgia and several other 
states, (which appear as if acting simultaneously), 
are calculated, we think, to retard the accomplish- 
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ment of this object, and to bring about much bad 
feeling in all the parties interested. We regret any 
occurrence that can produce this. The condition of 
the Indians is peculiar—but they, certainly, have a 
qualified sovereignty over the soil which they inha- 
bit, that can be parted with only to or through the 
agency of the genera} government, to which it seems 
as if expressly delegated by the constitution® itself, 
and, at least, has been so construed ever since the 
establishment of this government, in the numerous 
treaties made with them, all which required the sanc- 
tion of the senate, as other treaties with sovereign 
nations do. It is now proposed by some of the states, 
and the first time seriously thought of, we believe, 
fo-extend the civil and criminal jurisdiction of these 
states over territories not ceded by the Indians; and 
the time has apparently arrived when some measures 
must be adopted to bring about a decisive understand- 
ing on the subject. It is properly submitted to con- 
gress—let congress act upon it, and prescribe the 
course that ought to be followed and must be adher- 
ed to. Let there be an appeal to the public reason, 
and not to force; to the constitution and laws, and 
not swayed by local or other feelings. Every one 
will reject this new subject of collision—but the mat- 
ter of it is now pressed on the consideration of those 
to whom it rightfully belongs. See proceedings of con- 
rress. 

Since the foregoing was written, we observe that 
the secretary of war has communicated to the house 
of representatives, letters from governor Duvall, and 
the sub-agent, on the condition of the Florida Indians, 
from which is inferred as probable, that they will in 
future be unable to derive subsistence from either 
the soil or the forest, in that portion of the territory 
in which they are located, and which is deemed ina- 
dequate totheirsupport. The secretary suggests the 
propriety of providing for their removal to a more 
productive country, or of adopting some other mea- 
sure for their relief. 

We shall give these papers hereafter. The state 
of these Indians, we know, from other information 
also, is miserable in the extreme. 

As to the dispute with the Creeks, the Milledge- 
ville Journal of the 30th ult. has the following para- 
graph— 

Col. Bailey has returned. The Little Prince, we 
understand, disavows any other intention, in his pro- 
ceedings in regard to the surveyors, than merely to 
protest against their laying off the land beyond the new 
trealy line into lois. He denies having given any 
order to take away the compasses;—and will direct 
them to be returoed forthwith. 

{A lelter from gov. Troup, enclosing one from the 
Creek chiefs, was transmitted to the house of repre- 
sentatives on Thursday last, by the president—they 
both exhibit a modivuted feeling: and shall be iusert- 
ed hereafter. ] 

cer et 

IMPORTANT prcision. The supreme court of the 
United Staics have unanimous!y decided, that the cor- 
poration of the city of Washington is bound to Mr. 
Clarke, of Richmond, Virginia, for the hundred 
thousand dollar prize, which he drew, sometwo or 
three years ago, in 2 lottery authorized by congress, 
fur the benefit of said corporation. 


ee re ee: — 
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*The article of the constitution reads thus: ‘‘Con 
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Nineteenth Congress—2nd Session. 


IN THE SENATE. 

a February 2. Mr. Hayne, from the committee on 
naval affairs, reported a bill to increase the pay of 
the surgeons and surgeons’ mates in the navy, whilst 
actually serving at sea; and of lieutenants, who shall 
have served as such fen years or upwards, and of pas- 
sed midshipmen, who shall have served as such eight 
years and upwards; which was passed to a second 
reading. 

[The bill provides that, from and after the passage 
of the act, every surgeon while employed in active 
service at sea, on board of any public armed vessel, 
shall receive, in addition to his present pay and emol- 
uments, ten dollars per month and one ration per 
day—and that every surgeons’ mate, while employed 
as above, in addition to his present pay and rations, 
shall receive five dollars per mowth and one ration 
perday. That each lieutenant in the navy of the U. 
States, who shall have served as a heutenant ten 
years or upwards, shall, in addition to the pay and 
rations now allowed him by Jaw, receive ten dollars 
per month and one ration per day; and each midship- 
man in the navy of the United States, who shall have 
served eight years and passed his examination for 
promotion, shall receive, in addition to the compen- 
sation now allowed him by law, five dollars per 
month, and one ration per day |} 

Mr. Hayne from the select committee, towhich was 
referred the bill to establish an uniform system of 
bankruptey, reported the bill with one amendment; 
to strike out the 93d section. 

Mr. Hayne observed, that he had intended to cal} 
up this bill for a final decision, to-day, but the bad- 
ness of the weather, and the absence from their seats 
of several members, had caused him to change his 
determination. He would now move to lay it on the 
table, giving notice that he would call it up on Mon- 
day at one o’clock; and he hoped that every senator 
who intended to vote on the subject, would be pre- 
sent at that time. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The unfinished business of yesterday being then 
taken up, the senate proceeded to consider the bill 
making a reduction of the duty on imported salt. 

On motion of Mr. Silsbee, the memorial presented 
by him this day was read. 

A long and animated debate took place upon this 
bill, in which Messrs. Sanford. Woodbury, Smith, of 
South Carolina, Van Buren, Holmes, Johnston, of Loui- 
siana, Branch and bindlay, took part. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays on 
engrossing the bill for a third reading, and decided 
in the aflirmative, by the following vote: 

YEAS.— Messrs. Bell, Benton, Berrien, Branch, Chandler, Cobb, 
Eaton, Edwaids, Hatrison, Haywe, Kong. Knight, Macon, Ran- 
dulph, Reed, Kowan, Sioih of Maryland, Smith of South Carylina, 
White, Willey, Williams and Woodbury—22. 

NAYS.—Mcssrs, Barton, Boutigny, Chase, Clayton, Dickerson, 
Findlay, Hen¢tricks, Moines, Jolson of Kentucky, Johnston of 
Louisiana, Kane, Marks, Noble, Ridgely, Robbins, Ruggles, Sah- 
ford, Seymour, Thomas and Vaw Buren— 20. 

Mr. Eaton, from the committee to whom was refer- 
red the memorial of Thomas Jefferson Randolph, 
made a report, accompanied by a b:li to authorize the 
corprration of Washington to establish a jottery for 
the benefitof the family of the jate Thomas Jeflerson; 
which was read. 





The senate then adjourned until Monday next. 
Februcry 5. Afier other business, the engrossed 


gress shall have power—to regulate commeree with bill to repeal, in part, the cuty on imported salt, was 


foreign nations and among the states, and witb the | read the third time; 


ud the question being stated on 


Indian tribes.”” They are thus, and io every respeet, | the passage of the bill— 


to be treated with as foreign nations, the general 
treaty-making power being derived from this article; 
and the states are forbidden, or have given up the 
right, to make treaties, io the (Oth section. There 
is also an express law which forbids the survey of 
jands unceded by the Indians. 





The debate was resemed, and continued at great 
length on the merits of the bill, in which Messrs. 
Ridgely, Ruggles, Van Buren, Johnston, of Lou. and San- 
ford, opposed its passage. and Messrs. Harrison, Sinith, 
of Md. Smith, of S. C. Woodbury, Braneh and Cham- 
bers, supported it. 
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At the closé of his remarks, Mr. Chambers offered 
an amendment, to change the time at which the bill 
should commence its operation, to the Ist December, 
1828, one half of the duty to be taken off at that pe- 
riod, and the other half on the Ist December, 1829; 
which was put and negatived, 18 to 25. 


The question being then put, the bill was passed, by 
the following vote, and sent tothe other house for 
concurrence: _ 

YEAS—M¢essrs. Bell, Benton, Betrien, Branch, Chambers, Chand- 
ler, Cobb, Eaton, Edwards, Hartison, Hayue, King, Knight, Macon, 
MeKinley, Randolph, Reed, Rowan. South, of Md. Sinith, of S, C. 
Whit, Willey, Wilhams and Woodbury—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Bouligny, Chase, Clayton, 
Dickerson, Fivtlay, Hendricks, Hoimes, Johuson, Ky. Johnston, 
Lou. Kane, Marks, Noble, Ridgely, Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, 
Seymour, Thomas and Yau Buren—2i. 

The following message wasreceived from the pre- 
sident of the United States, by the hands of his pri- 
vate secretary: 

To the senate and house of representatives of the U, States. 
WasuinoTon, 5th February, 1827. 

1 submit to the consideration of congress, a Jetter 
from the agent of the United States with the Creek 
Indians, who invoke the protection of the government 
of the United States, in defence of the rights and ter- 
ritory secured to that nation by the treaty concluded 
at Washington, and ratified, on the part of the United 
States, on the twenty-second of April last. 


The complaint set forth in this letter, that survey- 
ors from Georgia have been employed in surveying 
lands within the Indian territory, as secured by that 
treaty, is authenticated by information inofiicially re- 
ceived from other quarters, and there is reason to 
believe that one or more of the surveyors have been 
arrested in their progress by the Indians. Their 
forbearance, and reliance upou the good faith of the 
United States, will, it is hoped, avert scenes of vio- 
Jence and blood, which there is otherwise too much 
cause to apprehend will result from these proceed- 
ings. 

By the fifth section of the act of congress, of the 
30th of March, 1802, to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the 
frontiers, it is provided, thatif any citizen of, or 
other person fesident in, the United States, shall 
make a settlement on any lands belonging, or secur- 
ed, or granted by treaty with the United States to 
any Indian tribe, or shall survey, or attempt to sur- 
vev, such lands, or designate any of the boundaries 
by marking trees or otherwise, such offender shail for- 
feitasum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and 
suffer imprisonment not exceeding twetve months. 
By the 16th and 17th sections of the same statute, 
two distinct processes are prescribed, by either or 
both of which, the above enactment may be carried 
into execution: By the first, it is declared to be law- 
ful for the military force of the United States to ap 
prehend every person found in the Iudian country, 
over and beyond the boundary line between the 
United States and the Indian tribes, in violation of 
any of the provisions or regulations of the act, and 
immediately to convey them, in the nearest conve- 
nient and safe route, to the civil authority of the 
United States, in some one of the three next adjoin- 
ing states, or districts, to be proceeded against in due 
course of law. 


By the second, it is directed, that, if any person 
charged with a violation of any-of the provisions or 
regulations of the act, shall be found within any of 
the United States, or either of their territorial dis- 
tricts, such offender may be there apprehended, and 
brought to trial in the same manner as if such crime 
or offence had been committed within such state or 
district; and that it shall be the duty of the military 
force of the United States, when called upon by the 
civil magistrates, or any proper otflicer, or other per- 
son duly authorized, for the purpose, and having a 








lawful warrant to aid and assist such magistrates, of? 
ficers or other persons sc authorized, in arresting 
such offender, and committing him to safe custody 
for trial according to law. — 

The first of these processes is adapted to the ar- 
rest of the trespasser upon Indian territories, on i*e 
spot, and in the act of committing the offence. But, 
as it applies the action of, the government of the 
United States to places where the civil process of the 
law has no authorized course, it is committed entire- 
ly to the functions of the military force to arrest the 
persen of the offender; ani, after bringing him within 
the reach of the jurisdiction of the courts, there to. 
deliver him into custody for trial. The sécond 
makes the violater of the law amenable only after 
his offence has been consummated, and when he has 
returned within the civil jurisdiction of the union. 
This process, in the first instance, is merely of a civil 
character, but may, in like manner, be enforced, by 
calling in, if necessary, the aid of the military force. 

Entertaining no doubt that, in the present case, the 
resort to either of these modes of process, or to both, 
was within the discretion of the executive authority, 
and penetrated with the duty of maintaining the 
rights of the Indians, as secured both by the treaty 
and the law, I concluded, after full deliberation, to 
have recourse on this occasion, in the first instance, 
only to the civil process. Instructions have accord- 
ingly been given by the secretary of war, to the attor- 
ney and marshal of the United States, in the district 
of Georgia, to commence prosecutions against the 
surveyors complained of as having violated the law, 
while orders have at the same time been forwarded 
to the agent of the United States, at once to assure 
the Indians that their rights, founded upon the treaty 
and the law, afe récognised by this government, and 
will be faithfully protected, and earnestly to exhort 
them, by the forbearance of every act ef hostility on 
their part, to pteserve unimpaired that right to pro- 
tection, secured to them by the sacred pledge of the 
good faith of this nation. Copies of these instruc~ 
tions and orders are herewith transmitted to congress. 

In abstaining, at this stage of the proceedings, from 
the application of any military force, I have been go- 
verned by considerations, which will, 1 trast, meet 
the concurrence of the legislature. Among them, 
one of paramount importance has beén, that these 
surveys have been attempted, and partly effected, 
under color of jegal authority from the state of Geor- 
gia. That the surveyors are therefore not to be 
viewed in the light of individual and solitary trans~ 
gressors, but as the agents of a sovereign state, act- 
ing in obedience to authority which they believed to 
be binding upon them. Intimations had been given 
that, should they meet with interruption, they would, 
at all hazards, be sustained by the military force of 
the state, in which event, if the military force of the 
union should have been employed to enforce its vio- 
lated law, aconftict must have ensued, which would, 
in itself, have inflicted a wound upon the union, and 
have presented the aspect of one of these confede- 
rated states at war with the rest. Anxious, above all, 
to avert this state of things, yet, at the same time, 
impressed with the deepest conviction of my own 
duty, to take care that the laws shall be executed, 
and thé faith of the nation preserved, I have used, of 
the méans entrusted to the executive for that purpose, 
only those which, without resorting to military force, 
may vindicate the sanctity of the law, by the ordi- 
nary agency of the judicial tribunals. 


It ought not, however, to be disguised, that the 
act of the legislature of Georgia, under the construc- 
tion given to it by the governor of that state, and 
the surveys made, or attempted, by his authority, be- 
yond the boundary secured by the treaty of Wash- 
ington, of April last, to the Creek Indians, are in di- 
rect viofation of the supreme law of tls tend’, se% 
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forth in a treaty, which has received all the sanc- 


them they wiil not go, but wait for such measures as the wisdom 


tions provided by the constitution, which we have of the government may devise to seevre to thom their rights, as 


been sworn to support and maintain. 

Happily distributed as the sovereign powers of the 
people of this union have been, between their gene- 
ratand state governments, their history has already 


these are guaranteed in the treaty of Washington. 


1 am, very respeetiully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR. 
bye Department of war, January Wh, 27. | 
Sir: Compiaints have ben made to the president. by the Creeks 


too oftenpresented collisions between these divided | through the United States, agent, against the intrusions of the 
qgithorities, wiih regard to the extent of their respec- surveyors of Georgia on their lands, guaranteed to them by the 
+ ’ 


tive powers. No instance, however, has hitherto 
occurred, in which this collision has been urged into 
2 conflict of actual force. No other case is known 
to have happened, in which the application of milita- 
ry force by the government of the union has been 
prescribed for the enforcement of a law, the violation 
of which has, within any single state, been prescrib- 
ed by a legislative act of the state In the present 
instance, it is my duty to say, that, if the legislative 
and executive authorities of the state of Georgia 
should persevere in acts of encroachment upon the 
~territories secured by a solemn treaty to the Indians, 
and the laws of the union remain unaltered. a su 
peradded obligation, even higher than that of human | 
authority, will compel the executive of the United 
States toenforce the laws, and fulfi! the duties of the 
viation, by all the force committed for that purpose 
to his charge. That the arm of military ferce wail 
he resorted to orivin the event of the fatiure of all 
other expedients provided by the laws, a pledge has 
been given, by the forbearance to employ it at this 
time. It is submitted to the wisdom. of congress to 
determine, whether any further act of Jegislation | 

may be necessary Or expedient to mectthe emergen 
ey which these transactions may produce. 
Jann Quincy ADAMS. 





[The following documents accompanicd the mes 

sage. | 
Creck agency, 15th January, %827. 

Sir: A few days since, the Little Prinee complained to me that 
the Georgia surveyors W.re surveying lands wrest of the line of 
Ve late tro sty; and at bis request. 1 wrote to them in his name, 
requiring them to d.sist from surveymg any lends not ceded by 
the treaty of Washington; but the surveyors, not regarding this 
temand ¢s emanating from cotnp-t nt authority, persisted in their 


treaty coneluded with them at Washington, on the 24th January 


1826. With these complaints they have united an appeal to the 
president, calling for his interposition to proteet them in their 
rights, by causing this treaty to be inviolatly maintained. ‘The 
pretentions under which these surveys igre attempted are in di- 
r-ct violation of the treaty, and, if persevered in, must lead to a 
disturbance of the public tranquility. ‘The treaty of Washington, 
like oH other treaties which have received the constitutional 
sanction, is amorg ‘he supreme laws of the land, Charged by the 
constitution, with the execution of the laws, the president will feeb 
himgelf compeli d to employ if ne ecssary,all the means onder his 
eurt:ol to maintain the faith of the nation, by carrying the treaty 
iuto «fleet, 

Ihavethe honor to be, your obedient servent, 

JAMES BARBOUR. 
His eacellency G. M. Troup, 
Gev* Vy Georgia Milleccevilie, Geo. 


Pepartment of war, Jan. Wik 1827. 
Sir. By directions of the president of the United States, 1 en- 
close you the copy of a letter addressed to R. W Habersham, esq. 
attorney for the district‘of Georgia. 1 am instructed to eharge 
you to lose no time. on the receipt of the proeess, which willbe de~ 
livered you by the atturney,in promptly exccuting it, and taking 
the steps divected by law in such e2ses. 
Should the attorney be absert, you will yourself apply for the 
proper process. 
Lum. sir, respectfully, vour obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR. 
Juin H. Moore\, esq. marshal, Savannah, Georgia. 
Department of war, Jan. 30th, 1227. 
Sir: OMejal information has heen civen the president, thate r- 
tai? persons, vader the pretevce of surveying, have ent red the 
lands of the Creek Indians, directly in sjolaton of the late treaty 
concluded with them at Washington, in January last. and direct- 
ly im violation of the law of corgress, regulating intercourse 
with the Indian tribes. 
| The chieis and warriors of this (rile have appealed to the pre- 
sident for protection, by whom law now ims wet. todirect you, 
withouta moment's delay, to proceed to oltain the proper process 
with winch to arrest them, which process you Will ease to be de- 
liv red to the marshal of the Cis:vict. that they may be made 
amenable tohiw. ‘The orders of the president. as well as the im- 
portance of the object, retiewe me from: the meeessity of surgestinss 
any aditional motive for the prompt and energie discharge of 








surveys to the Jie ran by the-Georgia commissioners as Uie Lne 
between Georgia and Alahania. 


Yesterday o number of chicfe, with the prince at their head, re- 


quested me to write egain to the surveyors, in their names, res | 


quiring of them to stop surveying the lands west of the line of 
ihe treaty of Washington, whieh Lodid, in the most friendly 
turms. A deputation of chiefs has accompanied the beerer of the 
iLtter, with the avowed intention of stopping the surveyors. 


yourduty. 
| &£ have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR: 
2. W. Habersham, esq. dist. attorney, U. S. Savannah. 
Nenartment of war, Jan. 20th, 1927. 
Sir: Official taformation has becn camnionicated to the president, 





The chicfs have requested me to apprize you that the autbori- 
ties of Georgia bac extended th: ir surveys west of the Hine of the 
tecaty of Washington. thereby viclaunog the express stipulations of 
that inssrament, which they held to he sacred; and to implore the 
Lovernmert to iuterpose ts authority to protect them in their 
rights under that treaty. 

lt Georgia is permitted to violate that treaty with impunity, 
vihy may not Ala ama? Aud they ask, wheve are th. y to louk tor 
pret ctivn, but to the government of the United States? 

1 have the honor Ww be your obedient servare, 

SOHN CROWELL, 
dven? for Indi Fair 
ERS ae Ne digen for Indian affairse 
Sec. of war, Washington city. 
Department ef war, Jan. 2th, 1227. 
focol, Jehn Croncll. egent for the Creek Indians: 

Sir: Dhave reesnved your letter of the 15th just. conveying the 
iaformation that the Goorgia surveyors were surveying lands west 
wt the bine ofthe late treaty. and of the measures which have been 
taken by the Latte Prince. and others, to prevent them; also. the 
message of the chiefs imploring the government to initerpose its 


avthority, to protect them it ther rights, under the treaty of 


Wasleugton. 


The president directs me to convey to the Litde Prinee.and the 
bea! men avd warriors of the Creck nation, his assuraners that he 
teels the binding obligation of th: treaty of Wachiogton no less 
forcibly than they; and that it is his intention to execute faithfully 
every clause and condition thereof. ‘Vo this assurance he dircets 
me to add, further that he will take immediate ste ps to secure to 
then all the rights,as 1 ese are guaranteed in said treaty. But 
the president «xpoets it of the Creek nation, that it will not frus- 
trate bis purposes by takingany steps ofa hostile character them 
s-lves; and he enjoims ic on youfso to counsel them in ri gard to 
fis matter, as to induce them to rely upon thé protection of the 


United Statcs, and lave the subject in controversy wholly to the 


yovermment ‘Phey have very properly made known their griev- 
#iccse aS Devoe Bee poasde and turer it w elie et tected cf 


tlfat surveyors, acting ander, iis presumed, the authority of the 
| Fovernment of Georgia, have enter d the lands of the Crevk Ine 
dians, dir cUy i violation of an existing treaty. and haviog been 
warned against proceeding, by the ag nt ef the United States 
have neverthel-ss persevered in their unjustifiable course. Infor- 
mation though unofficial, has also been reecived that the Indians 
hav. mt rposcd and proverted them from compledng their. sur- 
veys ‘The chiefs and warriors of the Creek tribe have also ap- 
peared to the pr sktent to protect them in theie rights. Ia this 
postare Of alfiirs, it bas been determined to despatch a speci 
wey nt, for the purpose of hcaring @espatebes to the povernor of 
Georgia, and to the distiiet attorney and marshal ef the United 
States for that state, amd also to the acent of the Creek Lndians, t 
enteavor, if possible to prevent a resort te violent measures, ei 
ther by the autherities of Georg.a or the Indians 
Cor fiding alike in yout acnl. capacity, and discretion, T have 
determined to seleet you tor this service 
Ou the receipt of your jestroctions, you will proceed, with the 
Ivast possi le delay, to Mihedgesiil), and deliver the beater ar- 
dressed to governer ‘Dronp. with your own hands, as also to the 
attorney and marshal. Should governor ‘Vroup give vou an ane 
swer, ther verbal or written. you will Comoaumeste it hy mil; 
as also the receipt from the district attorney and marshal. of the 
instructions With whieh yeu will be cherced for them. Having 
accomplished Uhis part of the duty assigned vou, you wiil proceed 
| to the Creck egeney, and deliver the letter addressed to colone! 
Crowell. Any information whieh you obtain in reference to the 
ohjcet of your mission, you will promptly commanicate by 
mail; particularly any acts of violence which may have oc- 
curred, or which may be threat ned. Carcfully absenin from 
any remarks which may disclose your object, aid be still more 
careful het to indulge in any commentary ou the affair, which may 
| subject you to personal difficuiry. : 
i have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR. 
Lieut. J. R. Vinton. U. S. army. 
The message having been read— 
|; Mr. Benton moved its reference to the judiciary 
commitee. Atfirct be had thought ita fit subject 
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for a reference to the committee on Indian affairs; 
but he did not now think so, as there were questions 
involved in the message in relattan to the enforce- 
ment of Jaws and treaties, which required an luoves- 
tigation Defore the judiciary coaunittec. 

Mr. Berrien said: I agree with the senator from Mis- 
souri, that this message, and the accompanying docu- 
ments, ought not to be referred to the cammittee on 
Indian affairs, because they involve questions very 
much beyond the limits of those which are ordinarily 
an‘ appropriately assigned to that committee. I disa- 
gree with him in the opinion that they constitute a 
proper subject of reference to the judiciary committee; 
and so perfect is my reliance on the correctuess of 
his judgment, when he shall have directed his atten- 
tion to the various subjects of this message, that I shall 
not hesitate to propose a different reference, in the 
confidence that he will, on further reflection, concur 
with me in the view which I have taken of it, and 
will therefore withdraw his motion. 


Sir, the president of the United States, in the mes 
sage now before us, has called us to the considera- 
tion of various questions, in their nature grave, im- 
portant and delicate. 

He has told you that certain officers of the state of 
Georgia, acting within the limits of that state and under 
the authority of its laws, have violated, according to his 
construction of it, an act of the congress of the Unit- 
ed States. He has told you that, according to his 
construction of that act, he is authorized to arrest 
these officers thus engaged in the execution of their 
duty, under the laws of the state, and within its li- 
mits, and to bring them to trial before the judicial 
tribunals of the United States, or, at his discretion, to 
employ the military force of the union, the army of the 
U. S. the bayoncts of its regular soldiery, to coerce 
the state of Georgia, through these officers, to submit 
to his construction of this act, and his opinion as to 
the rights of that state. He has told you that he has 
already directed the arrest and trial of these officers, 
as offenders against this law of the United States; and 
before any decision of yours can operate, this man- 
date wiil no doubt have been carried into effeet, so 
far as it relates to the arrest of the supposed offenders. 
He submits to you the inquiry whether any act of 
legislation be necessary on the partof the congress of 
the United States; and accompanies this inquiry with 
the declaration of his determination, under! a sense 
of higher obligations than any which congress can 
impose, if in his view it shall become necessary, to 
call out the military force of the United States to 
carry this act of congress into cilect, according to his 
understanding of its meaving and intent. 





———s 





Sir, I repeat the declaration. The questions pre- 
sented by this message are grave, important, and de- 
licate. ‘They cannot be arranged under the head of 
the duties, appropriately and peculiarly assigned to 
any oue of the standing committees of this house. 





Admitting, as in deference to the authority by which 
they are asserted, we are bound to do, for the mere 
purpose of this inquiry, that the facts stated are true, 
the first question presented is Unis— 

Does the case stated fail under the provisions of 
the act of congress referred to in the message? Ab 
stractediy considered, as a mere question of statuto- 
ry construction, lagree that this is aft subject for 
inguiry by the judicial committee. But another 
question, immediately supervenes. The president, 
iy Ube same message, telis you that he has already 
taken measures to submit this question to the deci- 
sjon of the judicial tribunals of the United Siaics. 
With a kaowledge of this fact, is it proper for us to 
give our sanction to the use of the military force of | 
the union, during the pendency of this judicial tnves 
tigation? | apprehend this inquiry transcends the 
simjts of the duties assigned to the judiciary ca:n- 








mittee. It would belong more appropriately to 9 
committee on the state of the republic, if such acom- 
atttee existed. 

_ Excluding the idea of the actual pendency of a 
judicial inquiry, which has been instituted under the 
orders of the president of the United States himself, 
another question presents itself which, in my view, 
equaily transcends the limits of the duties whic! ap- 
propriately belong to the judiciary committee. | stale 
it thus: 

Is the resort to military force, before judicial inqui- 
ry is had, an appropriate mode of determining the 
rights of one of the sovereign states of this confede- 
racy? The question, sir, is now comparatively unim- 
portant. The feeling of indignation, of abhorrence, 
which such a measure would excite, would be so 
strong, 80 universal, that, happily for us, no man in 
the times in which we live, would dare to resort to 
it. Or, if he had the audacity to do so, he would 
bring down upon himself the merited execyations of 
the whole American people. But we are establish- 
ing, sofar as may depeod upon us, principles which 
may affect the fuiure destinies of this republic, and 
our experience has taught us, how promptly prece- 
dents are resorted to, to sustain assumptions of pow- 
er. 

Another question, alike grave, presents itself to 
our consideration, and it is equally beyond the limits 
of the duties of any of the standing committees of 
this house. 

If the line of conduct which the state and its offi- 
cers are bound to pursue, is prescribed by law—if 
the United States has a right to judicial inquiry, as 
tu the effect and operatioa of tha! law, on the case 
Stated in the message, has not the state of Georgia an 
equal right to such judicial inquiru? where is the evidence 
that she shuns it? M she meets the investigation which 
the president tells you he has directed to be institu- 
ted, are her officers to have a fair and an impartial 
triul—the privilege which is aliowed to the veriest 
culprit, or are they to encounter it under the previ- 
ous denunciation of the president and congress of the 
United States, with the army to back them? 

It is another subject of grave and interesting in- 
quiry, which every lover of peace, every friend to 
the union, will delight to pursue, whether some 
other mode may not be devised, by which this difli- 
culty may be adjusted, without arraying a sovereign 
state of this union against the confederacy, either in 
the forum or the field. If happily such a measure 
can be devised, all will agree that it ought to be re- 
sorted to, aud yet the questions necessary to its de- 
termination are beyond the sphere of the duties of 
any standing committee of this house. 

Toere is yet a remaining question, full of import- 
ance to every member of this confederacy The 
president of the United States has announced to us 
nis construction of an act of congress, and has al- 
leged the viviation of that act by the officers of the 
state of Georgia, acting within her limits, and under 
the authority of ber laws. He has declared his resc- 
iution to carry that act into cffect, according to the 
construction which he has given to it, by the use, if 
it shall become necessary, of all the means at his dis~ 
posal. te has distinctly announced to us his deter- 
mination, as an ullimate resort, to avail himself of 
the wilitary arm of the union. 

Ou a question of Contested right, b: tween the U. States and the 
state of Georgia, which is already in @ train of judicial investiga® 
tion, before the tribunals of the union, under his imapediate ore 
ders, the president of the United States consid: rs hinsef autho 
rized and bound, under a sense of higher obligations than aay 
which you ca impose, to send tie army of the United States imto 


the limuts of the state of Georgia, to cucree her submissivu to his 
willi—to bis interpretation of the laws of the United States. Sir, 


| id such an exere.se Of poWee may find the color of jusufication, 


umd-r existing laws, does i not become us, as the guardians of 
fire rights at the stales, by suine clear aid explicit act of legisla- 
vn, tv take trom such 4.1 exercise of prerogative, the shadow of 
pretence? L su‘wnit, Uiei, to the sematur trom Missouri, and ty 
tis hudse, the QOes&g?, Whetucr ukis message, thus sutviving au 
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inquiry matrially affecting the rights of the states aud of the 

nion, and the powers and the duties of the president of the 

nited States, ought to be referred to any of the ordinary 
standing committees of this house. And, believing, as I do, 
that a commitice ially constituted for the purpose of this in- 
qQuiry, will most efectnally secomplish the objects which every 
ene should desire to attam: the ascertainment of truth—the admr- 
Mistration of justice—and the preservation of the constitutional 
Figtice of the states and of the wnion: I move that the message 
of the president of the United States and the accompanying docu- 
Ments, be referred toa select committee. 

My. Holmes said that it seemed that part of the message, in re- 
ality, belonging to the judiciary committee; that angther part be 
Yong+d to the committee on Indian affairs; and that another por 
Pion fairly belonged to the military committee. There was another 

ortion of this message, which illustrated an opinion which Mr.H 

iad long entertained. He had. for a lung time, considered, that 
there was a d-ficiency in the standing committees, and that ano- 
ther ought to be added to those which already existed in the se- 
pate: A commit ee to decide upon all questions between the states 
and the United States, would, he thought, be a valuable addition; 
and it would very properly receive the name of the committee of 
the states. H would only say that he was sorry avy collision 
should take place between the federal goverument and any of the 
state governme:ts; and a question of such a nature ought rather 
to be referred to a select than a standing committ:>. 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky. said, that he should not be in favor of 
referring the Message to a seleet committee. It ought to gu to a 
stading committee nut appoint d for the purpose of considering 
the subject, but originated before this matter had been agitated. 
On a subject of the oature of this. feeling would necessarily be 
excited; and he therefore hoped the reference would be made to 
pome committee not likely to partake of any excitement that might 
be felt in thisinstance. fle had hoped that this question had been 
finally settled and dis nissed at the last session; nor did he expect 
to hav: it agai® brought up at this session. No man was a more 
thorough friend of the rights of the states thae himself, or would 
goo further to preserve them from any encroachment on the part 


ot the federal government. when their governments conducted | 


themseives with « due regird to the other portions of the confe- 
dleracy. He did not, however, approve of easti.g such fire-brands 
as thisinto the counci!s of the nation; nor did he wish, by making 
such a matter of more importance than it could justly claim, to in- 
crease a sensation Which ought rather, if possible, to be allayed. 

he megsage ought to go to the committee on Indian affairs, whose 
ability to decide Upon it could not be questioned. They would re- 
port, and the subjee!, without tarther trouble, would brought 

fore th: senateinits proper light If the United States’ gov rn- 
ment were wrong, or if the government of Georgia were wrong, 
the senate would clearly understand it, and the proper means 
for rectifying the difference could then be pointed ont. ‘There 
had been j»stances of interference on the part of the federal 
powers upon the states, which called for redress; even the state 
represented by bim had heen much oppressed; their laws had 
been nullified by a system of judicial procedure uuwarranted and 
poprecedented. But never had any collisjon between the f- 
deral and stat» anthoritivs appeared in so appalling or so dangerous 
a light as, at first view, it didin this case. If he aye te pe under- 
stoud the message. her: a collision of the military force of the U,. 
States with that of Georgi» was threatened, and the hand of one 
citizen was to be raised against another in deadly strife. 
' ‘This was a state of things to be dreaded, and at almost every 
risk to be avoided. He would give up, dearly as he held the 
rights of the states, almost any point, before he would consent to 
airay the United States against the individual states. It was 
from such a conflict of powers that the union was hereafter, if 
ever, to be dissolved. He therefore repeated what he had said be- 
fore, that the subjeet should be referred to a committee not crga- 
nized for the purpose—not supposing, however, that any com- 
Mitter would not deal justly upon it; but r-garding the probabi- 
ity thet fecling would be excited, and strougiy desirous that it 
should be weighed with calmness and deliberation. He did not 
fear that any great dauger would arise out of this matter—it was 
one of those summer clouds which sometimes overcast the bright- 
est day; such had darkeved our prospects formerly, and had been 
dispelled. and g0 it would be be trusted, in this instance. What 
he principally feared, was, the moral «ffeet which such a disagree- 
ment would have upon the country. and in the view of the world, 
Farther than this, he thought there could be no fear: for it was not 
to be supposed that 4 coliision of a serious nature could take place 
between the general goverviment and a state sovercignty on ae- 
count of a strip of land hardly worth legislation; which, if found 
within the limits of Georgia. would be readily and fairly purchas- 
ed with the national treasure, and transferred to Georgia. 

Mr. Harrison moved to lay the message on the tabie, and to 
print it; bute withdrew bis motion at the request of 

Mr. Berrien, who said, if I did not believe, Mr. President, that 
the observations of the senator from Kentucky would receive an 
yvierpretation beyond that which he would himself give to them, 
TL would not trespass on your time, by the very brief reply which 
Zam now about to make. I rely. with entire confidence, on the 
assuranee which he has given to the senate, that it was not his in- 
‘tention, in this stage of this inquiry, to express any opinion on 
the merits of the controversy between the state of Georgia and the 
United States, and the equally explicit declaration, that he did not 
design to cevsure the conduct of that state in reference to this 
subject; but, as his remurks seem to me to be susceptible of such 
en interpetation, and as such a censure would be alike uncalled 
for and unjust, I feet inyself hound by every consideration of duty, 
. vindicate the state which I have the honor to represent un this 

vor. 

Sir, if this measure js calculated to disturb the harmony of our 
councils—if the moral effect of the agitation of such 9 question be 
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one, which every patriot should deplore—if, in th leuguage of the 
senator from Kentucky, it is a fire-brand thrown among us—[ 
call upon that honorabie senator, and on this house, to bear wit- 
néss, that Georgia is not the actor on this oecasion—she has not re. 
vived this unhappy strife—she has acted under a law, passed at q 
moment when, by treaty, she had acquired undisputed dominion 
over all the lands within her chartered limits—in conformity to 
principles distinetly avowed on this floor by honorable senators, 
who gave th-ir sanction to that instrument, by which this treaty 
was partially revoked, When, at the last session of congress, the 
treaty with the Creek Indians was under consideration, it was dis- 
tinctly admitted—no one ventured to assert the contrary—that, so 
far as the rights of Georgia were concersied, she had an absolute 
vested interest, onder the ‘reaty of the Indian Springs, which 
could not be touched without jer consent. 

It was then said, and reiterated, that the new treaty would se. 
cure to Georgia all the lands within her chartered jimits; but if, 
hy any mistake, a small portion should be «xcluded, the United 
States would make haste to remove the difficulty, by obtaining 
an instant cession of that portion from the Indians, with the dis- 
tinct concession that the United States could not deprive Georgia 
of the mghts which she had acquired under the former treaty, 
Relying on these principles, and on her eiear and undenall> and 
solemnly adjudged right to survey lands within her chartered li- 
mits, the state of Georgia has proceeded to execute her law. Sho 
has met with obstructions from some Indian chiefs; and the pre- 
sident of the United Sates, not content with having directed her 
officers to be arrested, has come here to menace her with the em- 
ployment of the military force of the union, If a resort to the 
—— tribunals was proper, and will be available, why threaten 
ner With the use of military force? Has she yet retused to submit 
herself to judicial arbitrament? If arms are to be used, why re- 
sort to the miserably farce of a judicial trial? Since Georgia has 
not yet resisted the civil authority of the United States, why agr 
tate the councils of the union, by anticpating « conflict, which, 
however anequal, may nevertheless be fatal to the happiness of 
this confederacy? 1 call upon the senator trom K ntucky to bear 
witness, that thisis not the act of Georgia.” I ask hin to reserve 
his opinion for the full investigation of this cases If, on that 
investigation, it shall appear, that the executive govetumenat of 
the United States could at any time have terminated this unhappy 
controversy. by an act of perfect justice to Georgia, to the Creel: 
Indians, and to the United States--1 will call upon him to say, 
under the influence of what motive this subject bas in this form, 
been thus obtruded upon the harmony of our councils. I agree 
that it is a firebrand—I repeat to bim, Georgia bas not throwa 
it—I trust the reference to a select committee will prevail 

Mr. Benton observed, that. on the first hearing of the message , 
he had thought the judiciary committee a proper reference; but 
on further consideration of the various questions involved iu 
that document, he was disposed to agree with the gentleman frons 
Georgia, that the proper course would be to refer it to a select 
re He would, therefore, withdraw the motion he had 
made. 

Mr. Harrison'said, that as there were a great diversity of opi- 
nions on the subject, and as it seemed to him, that the message, 
having but once been read, was not thuroughly understood, aud 
as he thought even the gentlesnan from Missouri was not altoge- 
ther correct in his conecption of its character, he would again 
move to lay it on the table: but he again withdrew the motion at 
the request of 

Mr. Jo/inson, of Kentucky, who said, in explanation, that so far 
from taking upon himself to bestow censure qn the goverment 
of Georgia, he had uot intended +o express any opinion upon the 
merits of the case. He certainly did not sufficiently understand 
the su'iject to take sides. His design, in moving the reference to 
a standing committee, was, that a more unbiassed decision might be 
oltained. As tothe subject in dispute, he hoped some adjustment 
wonld be speedily made, so that the line of the disputed territory 
might be run; and that an appropriation might then be made by 
congress, and the land bought up, that they might have done with 
the matter. 

Some further conversation took place, when the 
motion of Mr. Harrison, to lay the message on the 
table, was negatived— 158 to 26. 

The question, on the motion of Mr. Berrien, to re- 
fer it to a select committee of five, was then put, and 
carried; and the following gentlemen were elected to 
compose the committee: Messrs. Benton, Berrien, 
Van Buren, Smith, of S. C. and Harrison. 

The senate then adjourned. 

The hour was so late before Mr. Hine could get 
the floor to call up the bankrupt bill, that he defer- 


red his purpose unti} to-morrow. 


February 6. After the introduction of several 
bills, the bill to remove obstructions in the month of 
Pascagoula river was taken up, and being amended, 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Benton, on leave being granted, introduced, “a 
bill toalter and fix the time for the future annual 
meeting of congress.”.. [The biil provides that the 
first Monday in November, instead of the first Mon- 
day in December, shall be the time appointed. | 

The senate then took up the report of the commil- 
tee to whom the bill to establish an uniform system 
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of bankruptcy throughout the United States had been 
referred. The question being upon agreeing to*the 
amendment reported by the committee, viz: to strike 
out the 93d section. On this question some discus- 
sion took place, during which several amendments 
were offered. The 93d section was again struck out 
by a vote of 34 to 12. 

Mr. Harrison moved to strike out five and insert three, 
in the last section, limiting the period it shall re- 
main in force, which motion was carried. 

Mr. Eaton offered an amendment as a substitute 
for the 93d section, the purport of which was, that 
when a merchant became bankrupt, debts due by him 
to persons not embraced in the provisions of this 
act, should first be paid, and that then the remaining 
assets should be divided among the other creditors. 
The question was taken on this amendment and re- 
jected, ayes 15, noes 32. 


Mr. Branch then moved further to amend the bill 
by inserting the words “or bank incorporation” after 
the word *‘bankers”’ in the firstsection, so as to make 
banks sukject to bankruptcy. 

This motion was explained by Mr. Branch, and 
discussed at great length, and with much animation 
by Messrs. Smith, of South Carolina, Barton, Branch 
and Reed, in support of the motion, and by Messrs. 
Hayne, Holmes, Rowan, and Van Buren, in opposition 
to it. 


Mr. Branch then varied his motion, so as to refer 
the bill to the committee on the judiciary, with in- 
structions to include within its operation bank incor- 
porations. 

After some further consideration, the question 

being taken on the motion of Mr. Branch, it was 
rejected, by a vote of 12 for, to 35 against. 


The question was taken on engrossing the bill for 


land claims in East Florida, and for other purposes,” 
were read and concurred in. The bill has there- 
fore finally passed both houses of congress. 

The engrossed bill concerning the location of land 
reserved for the use of a seminary of learning in the 
state of Louisiana, was read a third time, passed, and 
sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The engrossed bill to authorize the governor and 
legislative council of the territory of Florida to pro- 
vide for holding additional terms of the superior 
courts therein, was also read the third time, passed, 
and send to the senate for concurrence. 

The house considered the bill to amend an act en- 
titled an act for the better regulation of the ordnance 
department, passed the 8th of February, 1815, which 
being amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

[The other proceedings had this day have been 
sufficiently noticed in our last.] 

Friday, Feb. 2. On motion of Mr. Cook, chairman 
of the committee of ways and means, that commit- 
tee were discharged from the further consideration 
of the resolution agreed to, on the motion of Mr. Rives, 
on the 3d Jan. directing that committee “to inquire 
into the expediency of discontinuing the annual ap- 
propriation heretofore made for defraying the ex- 
pense ofsuch surveys of routes for roads and canals, 
as may be directed by the executive, and of substi- 

tuting therefor distinct and specific appropriations 
for surveying such routes only as shall be authorized 
by congress,’’ and the resolution was laid on the ta- 
le. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Saunders relative 
to a list of newspapers, in which the laws are pub- 
lished, &c. was again taken up. 

Mr. Saunders modified his resolution in the phrase, 
‘‘and the reasons for each change” by striking out 
the word reasons and substituting the word causes, 





a third reading, and was decided ia the negative, by 
the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bateman, Berrien, Bouligny. Chamhers, Clay- | 
ton, Edwards, Harrisou, Hayne, Johnston, of Lou. Kane, King, | 


when 
Mr. Wickliffe arose and spoke at some length in 
explanation respecting the change, made by the se- 


Knight, Mills, Ridgely, Robbins, Sanford, Silsbee, Smith, of Md. | cretary of state, of newspapers authorized to pub- 


‘Thomas, Van Buren, Williams—21. 

NAYS— Messrs. Barton, Bell. Benton, Branch, Chandler, Chase, 
Cobb, Dickerson, Eaton, Findlay, Hendricks, Holmes, Johnson, of 
Ken. Macon, Marks, McKinley, Noble, Randulph, Reed, Rowan, 
Muggles, Seymour, Smith, of S.C. Tazeweil, White, Willey, 
Woodbury-~27. 

So the bill was rejected; and 


The senate adjourned. 


February 7. The president communicated a letter of 
the governor of Mississippi, enclosing the credentials 
of Powhatan Ellis, elected to serve as a senator from 
that state for six years from and after the Sd of 
March nest. 

The joint resolution from the house of representa- 
tives to appoint a committee to report on such sub 
jects as are necessary to be acted upon, was taken up, 
read a second time, concurred in, and the committee 
ordered to consist of five members. 

The bill to remove the bar at the mouth of the 
Pascagoula river was taken up, passed and sent to the 
house of representatives for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Berrien, the bill to provide for 
the settlement of claims under the first article of the 
treaty of Ghent, was taken up, and having been read 
a second time, its objects and details were briefly ex- 
plained by Mr. Berrien, and being amended was or- 
dered to be engrossed fur a third reading, and the 
senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, Feb. 1. Mr. Powell presented a remon- 
strance of the corporation of Georgetown, against 


the passage of the bill pow pending iu the house, re- | 


lative to runaway slaves, which was read and order- 
ed tobe printed. 

The amendments of the senate, to the bill to “‘pro- 
vide for the confirmation and settiement of private 


} 
' 


lish the laws in Frankfort Ky. 

Mr. Letcher, of Ky. made an elaborate speech justi- 
fying the secretary of state in the course be had pur~ 
sued, and Mr. Iouston replied, when the debate was 
suspended by the speaker. 

The engrossed bill, supplementary to the act of the 
Sth February, 1815, for the regulation of the ordnance 
department, was read the third time, passed, and sent 
to the senate for concurrence. 

The house then wentinto committee of the whole 





| on private biils, and, having made a final disposition 
| of several, 


Adjourned. 





Saturday, Feb. 3. Mr. Mercer, from the committee 


| on roads and canals, who were instructed to inquire 


; 
' 


_into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
' opening and improving the inland navigation, from 
| St. Mary’s river to the Tortugas, and from Apalachi- 
| cola river through St. Andrew’s bay, to Choctawha- 
chie, sutlcient for steam boat navigation in the teri- 
tory of Florida, made a report in part, accompanied 
by a bill, which was twice read, and committed to a 
committee of the whole house. 
The resolution, offered by Mr. Saunders, was again 
taken up. The resolution, as modified, is in the words 


following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of state communicate to this house 
a list of such of the newspapers in each of the states, in which the 
laws of eougress were directed to be published im the ears 1825, 
aud 1826. Also, a list of such, in which the laws are ted to 
be published in 1827, designating the changes which bave beeu 
made, aud the causes for each change. 

Mr. Buckner in a speech of some length opposed 

the passage of the resolution—he was followed by 
| Mr. Wood, who also opposed its adoption. 
| Me. Idamilton took the flour, whes the speaker sug- 


‘gested to Mr. H. that only five miautes of the hour 
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allotted to resolutions remained. If, however, the 
gentleman thought proper to proceed he would with 
pleasure listen to his remarks. 

Mr. Hamilton replied, that if only five minutes re- 
mained, he would occupy them in making a motion 
that the rule which would restrict the discussion 
Within the hour, be for this day, dispensed with. 

The question being put on this motion, it was de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 77,noes 15. (Two thirds 
are required for the suspension of any rule of order. ) 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
first comptroller of the treasury, transmitting a list 
of certain balances on the books of the fourth, (or 
navy), auditor, which was read and laid on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of war transmitting a statement of the 
appropriations for the military service, for the year 
1826, which was read and laid on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication 
from tiie war department, relative to a national road 
from Zanesville in Ohio, to the seat of government in 
Missouri, accompanied by the reports of the engineers 
and drawings illustrative of the reports, which were 
referred to the committee on roads and canals. 

Several engrosed bills, principally for the benefit 
of individuals, were read a third time, passcd, and 
sent to the sénate for concurrence. 

The speaker jaid before the house a communication 
from the treasury department, on the subject of re- 
venue on our inland frontier, from the statement ac- 
companying which it appears that the amount of du- 
ties collected in the inland districts, dyring the time, 
find in the states referred to, were—- 
. gp the state of New York © 

Vermont 
Ohio 


$ 23.059 40 

17,662 68 

1,753 317 
Collected in three ycars— $12,474 45 

No duties appear to have been coilectcd onthe ip- 
land frontier of Pennsy!vania. 

The house then proceeded to consider the orders, 
of the day, Mr. Wright in the chair, and passed three 
private bills. 

The house next went into committee, Mr. Powel! 
in the chair, on the two following bills: 

A bill for the reef of the representatives of Jolin 
P. Cox, deceased, and a bill for the preservation and 
repair of the Cumberland road. 

[The latter bill, was, last session, arranged amongst 
the private bills, and was amongst that class whieh 
had passed the house, but had not been acted upon 
in the senate. | 


On the former of these bills, a very animated de- 
bate arose, which occupied the house till near three 
o'clock, Ii turned upon this question, whether Cox. 
a paymaster in the army, had, or had not, exercised 
due diligence in taking care of the money contided 





to him for the paymentof the troops, and which was | 


stolen from the house where he bearded? ‘The ailir- 


mative was earnestly maintained by Messrs. HH hitile- 


sey, Martindale, Livingston, and Burges. 





i 
| 
| 


' 
| 
| 


The pegative was maintained with equal econfi- | 


dence, by Messrs. WeCoy, Williams, and Hofman. 

A motion of Mr. Williams, to strike out the enact 
ing clause of the bill, was carried iu commitice. 
Ayes 70, Noes 60. 


The committee then took up the bill for the pre- | 


servation and repair of the Cumberiaud road. 

Mr. Davight, of Mass. expressed surprise, that this 
should have been ciassed among the private biils; 
aud suggested that it be laid aside as a private bill, 
aod should take its place among the public bills. Et was 
subsequently moved, that the comiitiee rise, and 
report op that bill, and ask leave to sitagain. And the 
ivvligu prevailed, ayes 67, noes 63. 

fue committee rose acvordinely; and having asked 
feuve to sit azain, | 


The motion was opposed by Mr. Mercer, of Va, 
who wished the bis] to come immediately for discus- 
sion in the house. On the question of granting leave, 
the vote stood, ayes 78, noes 47. So the committee 
of the whole had leave to sit again on the bill for the 
preservation of the Cumberland road. 

The bill for the relief of Cox’s representatives hav- 
ing also been reported, and the question being on a 
concurrence with the committee of the whole in strik- 
ing out the enacting clause, 

Mr. Whittlesey moved that the question be taken 
by yeas and nays—Mr. Kremer moved to adjourn. 
The yeas and nays were taken on the question of 
adjournment,and the house refused. Ayes 55 noes 89. 

After several ineffectual attempts to adjourn and 
to lay the bill on the table, the question finally recur- 
red on concurring with the committee of the whole 
in stricking out the enacting clause of the bill, [i. e. 
destroying it,} and was decided in the airmative, 
by yeas and nays. 

The following message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, by the hands of his pri- 
vate secretary: 

Wasuincton, February 3, 1827. 

To the house of representatives of the United States. 

In compliance with a resclution of the house of 
represcntatives, of the 9th ult. relating to the ap- 
pointments of charge des ailaire., and to the com- 
missions and salaries of the ministers and secretary 
to the mission to Panama, I transmit, herewith, a 
report from the secretary of state, with accompany- 
ing documents. JOLIN QUINCY ADAMS. 

|The message and documents were laid on the 
table—and shall be given hereafter.] 

A letter was received from the secretary of the 
treasury, accompanied by several statements, in com- 
pliauce with a resolution of the house of representa- 
tives directing him to report an abstract of the quanti- 
ty aud qualities of foreign wool and woollens of the 
manufactures imported into this country during the 
last lwo years, designating the countries from which 
imported, and where produced or manufactured, re- 
spectively: and whether on foreign account and in 
foreign vessels Ke. 

From the statement accompanying the foregoing 
letter, it appears that the duties which accrued on 
woollen nunufuctures, raw wool, and carpeting, im- 
ported during the yeur cuding the 30th September, 
ISv26: 

In American vessels, 

amounted to, 

In fureign vessels, 


$3,009,582 95 
145,610 10. 
Total amount of duties on these ar- 
ticies imported ii 1826, $3,155,195 06 
Ox Uie saine articles imported in the 
year ending the 30th September, 
1S25, the duties amounted— 

In American vessels to $4,002,202 15 

Moreign vessels, to 114,257 10 

Total amount of duties ou these arti- 

cies, Laported in 1825, $4,116,459 25 
‘Khe house thea adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. 5. Among the memorials present- 
ed this day, was one by Mr. Little, from Charles Car- 
roll, of Carrolton, aud others, praying the aid of con- 
gress to an expedition to the polar regions. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter John Wil- 
son, principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern 
district of Louisiana, preferring certain charges 
avainst Gcorge Grabam, commissioner of the general 
land olfice, for alleged neyligence or misconduct in 
oflice, and especially in regard to the coucerns of the 
office ot surveyor of the lauds of the United States, 








‘south of the stute of Tenuessee; which was referred 


ro the atanciny cummitice on the judiciary. 
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The house resumed the consideration of the reso- 
tution offered by Mr. Saunders, and the time for the 
eonsideration of resolutions was occupied by Mr: 
Hamilton in its favor. 

A message, in writing, was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, by the hands of his pri- 
vate secretary. [See senate proceedings for a copy 
of the message, &c.]| 

Mr. Forsyth moved the reference of this communi- 
cation to a committee of the whole house on the state 
of the union. He said that he rejoiced that, at length 
the strange circumstances of this case had been pre- 
sented to the house in such a form as to compel the 
rendering of a solemn decision between the execu- 
tive and the state of Georgia, and that it was called 
for, at this time—not by them, for they had been de- 
manding it for years past—but that now the call came 
froin the executive. Hecould not, however, as are- 
presentative of Georgia, consent to sit and quietly 
hear the charges brought forward in this communi- 
eation against the authorities of that state. They had 
done nothing which viclated the constitution of their 
country. He would say this in the face of the exe- 
eutive: 

[Here some members called Mr. Forsyth to order, 
but the speaker decided that he was not out of order. | 

Mr. F. then proceeded to say that he also rejoiced 
to perceive, that the chief magistrate, in the execu- 
tion of what he conceived to be his duty, had not, this 
time, made his appeal to military force. He denied, 
however, the existence of any constitutional authori- 
ty to employ such force, either in the present case, 
or in any othee which had occurred within that state; 
and he rejoiced to see that the executive had now 
thought proper to resort to the civil authority. 

Mr. F. here denied that the governor of Georgia 
was guilty of transcending the authority vested in him 
by law. He aeted under the sovereignty of his state, 
and had exercised only that discretionary power 
which was vested in him by her laws. He had acted 
under rights exercised.in every part of the union, and 
which had never been resisted, except in the case of 
Georgia alone. 

Mr. F. said that it would be casy to dilate on this 
subject; but he perceived that there existed in re- 
spect to it some sensibility in the Louse, aud he would 
forbear. 

Me. Powell, of Virginia, inquired whether the gen- 
tieman from Georgia anticipated any legislation in 
reference to the communication just received? and 
whether it would not be more expedient to refer it to 
one of the standing committees of the house, rather 
than to a qomunittee of the whole? 


Mr. Forsyih replied, that since the inquiry Lad been 


not anticipate any legislation: and he insisted that no 
legistation in the case could be necessary or proper. 
He considered the executive as asking the opinion of 
this house in relation to certain rights of the state of 
Georgia. If the opinion of the house should ve in 
atirmance of those rights, no other uct than a decla- 
vation of such opiniou, need ensue. Very false im- 
pressions were entertained on this matter. It was on- 
iy for the United States to will, and her will would 
be instantly obeyed. There was nothing to be ap- 
prehended if the general government did not inier- 
fere, and, under the semblaace of protection, stimu- 


late the Iudiaus to a resistance of the authority of) 


the state. All the driliculties which had existed from 
the beginning of Uiis Yusioess, had been created by 
this interferesee. Those unfortunate beings would 
long since have done their duty to the country, and 
lo themselves, if it had pot been for the base inter- 
ference of infamvuus white men, who exercised an 








conduct of those who came with the Indians, under 
the pretence of protecting them? There could be no 
need of any farther legislation on the subject. Ifthe 
rights of the Indians had been violated, existing laws 
provided an ompte remedy, and the courts of the 
United States were open to thea. 


Mr. Webster said, on rising, that he was not mueh 
concerned what course this commusication should 
take, or whether it should be referred to one ¢om- 
mittee or another; but he was not contented that it 
should be supposed, either here or elsewhere, that 
there existed an entire unanimity of epinion with the 
gentleman from Georgia on this subject. The gen- 
tleman from Georgia must know that there were two 
sides to this question between Georgia and the United 
States; and he would tell the gentleman from Geor- 
gia that there existed two opinions also, not only on 
that question, but on fhe conduct which that gentle- 
man had designated as ‘‘base and infamous.”? 

This, Mr. W. said, was strong fanguage, but it was 
not argument. The gentleman had told the house 
that nothing had prevented every thing from going 
right in Georgia but the interference of the general 
government. The gentleman denounced such inter- 
ference, saying, in effect, ‘‘hands off for the present 
leave the Indians to the remedy of the courts.” But, 
Mr. W. said, he would tell that gentleman, that if 
there were rights of the Indians, which the United 
States were bound to protect, that there were those 
in this house and in the country who would take their 
part. If we have bound ourselves by any treaty to 
do certain things, we must fulfil such obligation. 
High words will not terrify us—loud declamation 
will not deter us, from the discharge of that duty. 
For myself, said Mr. W. the right of the parties in 
this question skal! be fully and fairly examined, and 
none of them with more calmness than the rights of 
Georgia. In my own course in this matter, f shall not 
be dictated to by any state, or the representative of 
any state, on this floor. I shall not be frightened 
from my purpose, nor will I suffer harsh language to 
produce any re-action on my mind. I will examine 
with great and equal care alli the rights of both par- 
tics. Occasion had been taken on the mere question 
of reference of this communication, he would not say 
for argument, but for the assumption of a position, as 
a matter perfectly plain and indisputable, that the go- 
vernment had been all in the wrong in this question, 
and Georgia ail in the right. For bis own part, Mr. 
W. said, he did not care whether the communication 
Jid or did not go to a committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, nor how soon it went there, and 
was there taken up for discussion. When he went 
into that committec, he should go there, not in a spi- 
rit of controversy, nor yet in a spizs:t of submission, 
but in a spirit of inquiry, calmly and deliberately to 
examine the circumstances of the case, and to inves- 
ligate the rigits of all parttes concerned. But he had 
made these few remarks, to give the gentleman from 
Georgia to understand that it was not by bold denun- 
ciation, or by boid assumption, that the members of 
this house ure to be influenced im the decision on 
high public concerns. 

Mr. Forsyth said, that he had not, tohis knowledge, 
denounced the house, or any gentieman in it; nor had 
he attempted to dictate to the house, or to any mem- 
ber of it. Itwas, however, perfectly natural, that a 
‘eprescntative from Georgia, the government of 
which was here arraigned, should have, and, having, 
should indulge, some feeling oa this subject. The 
honorable member from Massachusetts, indeed, might 
very weil be calm and unmoved; he did not reside 
near the scene of action; the people of his state 
were far removed, and had no reason to dread the 





influence over them. Was it not suilicieut to refer 
io the scene which had taken place at this yery spot 


ins > eo; sontna try Lge “age ¢ ya)" 
during the last winter—to Uie baie and iutamous 


bayonct at their throats. It was quite natural that 
| the gentlegjun should be calm and dispassionate, and 
| prepared to take a coc! and composed view of this 
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subject; but the representatives from Georgia did "< 
fee} so. We fee! very differently, said Mr. F. and 
when [I feel, I will not attempt to conceal my feel- 
ing. Our rights have been violated, and their viola- 
tion has been made known to this house; and our 
appeal has not been regarded. All we ask is, that 
the case should have a fair investigation; and it is 
even possible—possible, but not probable—that the 
gentieman from Massachusetts, after such an inves- 
tigation, might feel with us. ye 
The gentleman from Massachusetts says he will in- 
vestigate the subject; which implies that he has not 
yet done so; but he, (Mr. F’.) had examined it tho- 
roughly. He was prepared to go into the discussion 
of itin committee of the whole; to do so dispassion- 
ately, if it were necessery, (for they too could sup- 
ess their feelings when circumstances required,) 
ut if not, they should and would express their feel- 
ings, notwithstanding it might draw down upon them 
the very dispassionate censure of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. : 
Mr. Haile expressed a hope that the communica- 
tion would go to a committee of the whole. Whena 
subject of this kind was touched it vibrated on other 
chords than those of the parties immediately concern- 
ed. Several of the states had already exercised 
their rights over the Indians within their chartered 
limits, and Mississipp: intended shortly to follow the 
example, and be could assure the gentleman from 
Georgia that, if the bayonets of the general govern- 
ment should on this account be turned against any of 
the states, it would speedily find its frieuds rallying 
round it. All the states, situated as Georgia was, 
elaimed the sovereignty over the whole extent of 
their chartered limits. They had forborne as long 
as they could, and the future destinies of the Indians, 
their future location and civilization, or their final 
extinction, must soon be decided on. ‘Three great 
questions were involved: Ist, the powers of the ge- 
neral government within the limits of a state: 2d, 
the power of tae states to legislate within their own 
chartered limits: and Sdly, the powerof the states 
over the Indian tribes, His state might, ere this 
time, have extended its legislation over the Indians, 
within its territory. If it had no right to do so, this 
house ought at once to say so. He hoped there 
would be no occasion to resort to military force. 
Georgia certainly had a right to assert what she be- 
lieved to be her rights, and tospeak her sentiments 
upon this floor. He hoped the whole matter would 
be heard and settled: for, should congress adjourn 
without settling it, consequences were likely to ensue, 
of great interest to many of the states. 


Mr. Febster rose to make one remark in reply to 
the gentleman from Mississippi. That gentleman, 
he said, had reasca to know that he, (Mr. W.) was 
disposed to use ail proper nuthority of the United 
States to extinguish Indian titles to lands within the 
states But he must tell the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, that the states weulc acton their own responsi- 
bility and at their own peril, if they undertake to ex- 
rend their legislation to lands where the Indian ti- 
tle has not been extinguished. If any such measure 
was contemplated in the state which the gentleman 
represented, Mr. W. hoped that gentleman would 
lose no time in warning his friends against making 
any such attempt The relation which the United 
States held to these tribes, of parental guardianship 
over these remnants of mighty nations, now no more, 
was avery delicate relation. lis general character 
was that of protection, and, while every facility was 
given tothe extinguishment of Indian title, Jet not 
tliat circumstance be so far presumed on, that the 
states should attempt to exercise authority within 
the Indian limits. Any such course would be at- 
tempted at their own responsibility. Mr. W. con- 
cluded by saying that he was ready to do all that 


ented Wilaasttieeatieedieaee wn 
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could be done to extinguish the Indian title in the 
states, and particularly in the states east of the Mis- 
sissipip. But this disposition, common to all parts 
of the country, should not be so far presumed upon 
as that any state should undertake, of its own mere 
motion, to exercise an authority over the lands ty 
which the Indian title is guarantied by treaties, &c, 


Mr. Bartlett said, that he had not risen for the pur- 
pose of entering on the general subject, but merely to 
suggest to the gentleman from Georgia, whether it 
would not be better to refer the communication to 
one of the committees of the house. Before any 
thing like a correct decision could be had, many facts 
must be inquired into; and it would facilitate the de- 
bate and the decision, if these factsshould previous- 
ly be ascertained and reported to the house by one of 
its committees. Should the subject go into commit- 
tee of the whole, before this was done, much room 
would be left for declamation, and much time proba- 
bly wasted, which might otherwise be saved. He 
should suppose the committee on the judiciary would 
be a very proper reference. 


Mr. Wright said, that, with the very imperfect un- 
derstanding which the house now possessed of the 
paper to be referred, they were not in circumstances 
to decide whether the case was such as required le- 
gislation or not. Even the present diseussion he con- 
sidered premature; and, with a view that every mem- 
her might obtain a right understanding of what the 
communication was, he moved to lay it on the ta- 
ble, and to print it. 

This motion prevailed; and it was laid upon the ta- 
ble, accordingly. 

The house now proceeded to the unfinished busi- 
ness of Thursday, which was the consideration of 
the amendment moved by Mr. Cambreleng. 


Mr. Archer took the floor, and delivered, at length, 
his views, in opposition to the bill. 


Mr. Cook, who, adverting to the circumstance, that 
none of the appropriation bills had yet passed, gave 
notice that he should, on to-morrow, move for the 
previous question on the woollen bill. 

Mr. Ingham moved to commit the bill with sundry 
instructions, which were ordered to be printed, and 
then the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 6. Mr. Weems, by leave, presented 
a memorial of citizens of the state of Maryland 
praying that measures may be adopted for the more 
perfect exploration of the northern polar regions of 
the American continent; which memorial was refer- 
red to the committee herctofore appointed on similar 
memorials from other citizens of the U. States. 


Mr. Webster, from the judiciary committee, report- 
ed a bill supplementary to, and an amendinent of, 
the several acts for the punishment of crimes against 
the U. States. 

‘he house refused to discharge the committee ap- 
pointed on certain memorials, in behalf of an expe- 
dition of discovery to the polar regions. 


The house again considered the resolution of Mr. 
Saunders; Mr. Wright made a long speech in reply to 
several gentlemen, and in favor of his amendment. 
During his speech, explanations were offered by 
Messrs. Saunders, Wickliffe and Houston; when kefhad 
concluded, Mr. Garnsey moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. The ayesand nays were demanded by 
Mt. Houston, and being ordered, there were, ayes 65, 
nays 127; and the hour having expired, the chair ar- 
rested the further progress of the debate for this day, 


Additional documents were received relative to 
the Creek Indians, which we will give hereafter. 


The bili from the senate providing for reports of 
decisions in the supreme court was taken up aud or- 





dered to be engrossed fora third reading. 
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bill, which was read and made the order of the day 
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A resolution was offered by Mr. Webster that a 
committee be appointed to report what subjects it is 
necessary to act upon at the present session, which 
being amended by Mr. McDuffie, so a3 to order a joint 
committee, was agreed to. 

The following gentlemen compose the committee 
on the part of the house, viz: Messrs. Tomlinson, 
Storrs, Cook, Drayton, Everett, Vinton and McCoy 

The house then proceeded to the unfininshed busi- 
ness of yesterday, which was the consideration of 
the several amendments to the bill for the protection 
of the woollen manufactures, and the motion of Mr. 
Ingham, to recommit the bill, with instructions. 

Several gentlemen addressed the house in favor of, 
or in opposition to the bill; during the discussion the 

revious question was called for, and many motions 
made to adjourn; and finally, the speaker put the ques- 
tion, “shall the main question be now put,” and the 
yeas and nays being ordered, it was decided in the 
negative; yeas 92—nays 94. 

Mr. McDuffie, in consequence of the lateness of the 
hour, (half past 6 o’clock), and the thinness of the 
house, moved to adjourn; the motion prevailed— 
ayes 88, noes SO, and then the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Feb. 7. Me. Storrs, from the committee 
on naval affairs, reported the bill which had been re- 
committed to that committee, to compensate the offi- 
cers and crew of the “ketch Intrepid,” for the cap- 
ture and destruction of the frigate Philadelphia, in 
the harbor of Tripoli, with amendments. The amend- 
ments were read, and the bill was Jaid on the table. 

Mr. Van Rensetlear from the committee on the pub- 
lic buildings, delivered a report, accompanied by a 


for to morrow. 

The discussion on Mr. Saunders’ resolution was re- 
newed. 

Mr. Weems delivered his sentiments in favor of the 
resolution, not, however, opproving of all the argu- 
ments advanced in its support. 

Mr. Polk followed on the same side; after he con- 
cluded— 

The discussion was arrested by the chair, the hour 
allotted to the consideration of resolutions having ex- 
pired, 

The bill from the senate providing for reports of 
decisions in the supreme court, was taken up and 
passed with an amendment. 

The unfinished business of yesterday was then 
taken up, being the bill concerning duties on wool- 
Jens, 

The question being on the amendment offered by 
Mr. Ingham— 

Mr. Rives delivered his sentiments at length. 

Mr. Ingham forebore his right, as well to discuss 
the bill as to explain the amendment which he had 
offered, but said he was induced, at the recommen. 
dation of several of his friends, so far to modify his 
motion of re-commitment, as that the bill should go 
io a committee of the whole house, instead of a se- 
lect committee. 


Mr. T. P. Moore, of Ky. now offered an amend 
ment, which the chair pronounced out of order. In 
regard to the motion of Mr. Ingham the speaker 
thought it inconsistent with the rule of the house on 
this subject, to instruct the committee of the whole 
as proposed. After some conversation relative to 
the point of order, Mr. Ingham moved to recommit 
the bill to the committee of the whole, with a view 
to consider such amendments as might be offered. 


Mr. Cambreleng arose to respond to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ingham), that this question 
would be taken without debate. 

Mr. Buchanan advocated the motion to recommit, 
hecause it would furnish an opportunity for intro- 
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Mr. Mallary opposed the motion to recommit, as 
going to destroy the bill, and because ample time had 
heen allowed for amendinents before the bill came 
into the house. 

Mr. F. Johnson, of Kentucky, opposed, and Mr. 
Stevenson, of Pennsylvania, advocated the recommit- 
ment. 

Mr. Hamilton, moved a call of the house. 

Mr. Wright, then called for the previous question 
Mr. Forsyth inquired of the chair whether the mo- 
tion for a call of the house did not take precedence 
of a motion for the previous question. 

The chair decided in the negative. There was no 
rule of order which gave priority to a motion for the 
call of the house. But the motion for the previous 
question was, by the rules, a privileged motion. 


From this decisien, Mr. Forsyth appealed; where- 
upon, Mr. Wright withdrew his motion for the previ- 
ous question. It was immediately renewed by Mr. 
White, of New York. 


A discussion now coramenced on the point of or- 
der, in which Messrs Forsyth, McLane, of Del. Hamil- 
ton, Everett, Bassett. Mercer. Archer. Wright. Stevenson, 
of Va Saunders, Test, Webster, Isaacs and Cook, took 
art. 

f Before any decision was had, Mr. White, of New 
York, said, that, in order to prevent a farther continu- 
ance of this discussion, he would withdraw his mo- 
tion for the previous question. 


Mr. Hamilton then withdrew his motion for a call 
of the house; whereupon, Mr. White immediately re- 
newed his motion for the previous question. 

Mr. Forsyth then moved a call of the house. The 
chair pronounced the motion not to be in order. Up- 
on which, Mr. Forsyth appealed. 


Mr. White now again withdrew his motion for the 
previous question, thus putting anend to the question 
of order; and the question on the recommitment of 
the bill was taken by yeas and nays and decided in 
the negative—yeas 101, nays 104. 


The question now recurred on the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Cambreleng, (see page 365), which 
was rejected—yeas $9, nays 113. 

An amendment of Mr. Wickliffe, imposing certain 
duties on foreign distilled spirits, was also rejected— 
ayes 74, nays 12S. 

Motions were made to amend, adjourn, &c. 
but before the question was decided on ordering the 
bill to a third reading, the house adjourned. 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 
In the senate, nothing special was transacted, but 
the proceedings shall be detailed— 


In the house of representatives. The resolution offer- 
ed by Mr. Saunders was again further discussed, 
when Mr. Dorsey occupied the floor, and spoke until 
the expiration of the allotted time against the resolu- 
tion. When the speaker suspended the discussion, 
Mr. Dorsey had not concluded his remarks. The 
house then resumed the consideration of the manu- 
facturers’ bill. Mr. Hoffman moved to recommit the 
bill with instructions. Mr. J. S. Stevenson supported 
the motion, after which Mr. Wright called for the 
previous question, and the call was seconded—ayes 
80, noes 74. Mr. Hamilton then moved a call of the 
house, which the speaker pronounced to be out of 
order. An appeal was then mode from this decision, 
which Jed to a debate of two or three hours, after 
which the decision of the chair was sustained, the 
vote being—ayes 112, noes 91. The bill was then or- 
dered to be engrossed ,and read a third time to- morrow 
by a majority of 9, the vote being—ayes 108, noes 
99. The house then adjourned, at 4 past 6 o’clock. 


[The proceedings of this day are of much interest, 





ducing an amendment in favor of domestic spirits. 


s and shal! be copiously noticed in the next Rectsrer.} 
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Foreign Commerce. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, 
THE SENATE OF THe U. 8. JAN. 22, 1827. 


Mr. Jchnston, of Louisiana, made the following, re- 


port: 


The commiitee on commerce, to whom was referred so much 
of ihe president’s message as relates lo cowmerce. have 
had the same under consideration, and now beg leave to 


REPORT: 


That, by the British order in council, of July last, 
the commercial intercourse between the United States 
and the British West India colonies is interdicted, 


MADE IN 


The right +et wp in this caso. cue ir for 
some time submitted, is nothing less than the asser. 
tion of the right to treat us\as her colony. This pre- 
tension, a3 injurious to our interest as it was offen- 
sive to the pride and feeling of the country, was 
maintained for seven years, and then reluctantly and 
partiaily abandoned, under the operation of retaljy- 
tory measures, to which we were forced to resort 

On the 15th of April, 1818, congress passed an act, 
by which the ports of the United States were closed 
against British vessels. coming from British colonia! 
ports closed against vessels of the United States; and 
) by which, also, British owners were required to give 


and the American navigation excluded from all par- 
ticipation in the trade between them, 

This sudden and unexpected measure, adopted not 
only without notice, but on the eve of renewing a 
suspended negotiation, mutually arranged and con- 
certed oy both parties, which changes in an essential 
manner the commercial relations of the two coun- 
tries, calls now for such corresponding meusures on 
our part, as the new state of things aud our own jn- 
terest require. ; 

The committee, without adverling either to the 
character of the order in council, the time selected 
for its promulgation, or the tone in Which itis com- 
municated, will present, concisely, the views which 
they have taken of this subject, aud recommend such era ) 
measures as, in their opivion, the occasion demands. was to produce an entire interruption of commercial! 

ln presenting to the senate the resuit of their con- | Intercourse. The colonies were stl] dependent on 
sideration wl the subject referred to them, it seems ~ for supplies, and the trade opened for itself new 
necessary to go back and review the conduct ol the en through intermediate ports, by which the 
government of the United States and Great Britain, arlicies of consumption went indirectly to the -Bri- 
during the Jast ten years, in regard to the measures | ish West India ports, at prices very much advanced; 
which they bave respectively adopicd for the regula- and the American navigation obtuined the carrying 
tion of the trade of ihe colonies. ha trade, which had been before exclusively enjoyed by 

By the convention of 1815, Great Britain accepted ; Great Britain. The operation of these laws was 
a proposition, $0 far as regarded her European pos- severely felt by the colonists, in the deranged state 
sezsions, which the Umited States made to all nations, of trade, the want cf markets for their productions, 
by the act of the 3d of March, 1816, for repealing, on | and the increased value of the necessaries of life. 
certain conditions, the discriminating dutes, by which | hey nna loud and clamorous for relief, to which 
the commerce between the United States and the | Gemenes ihe government was obliged to yield, as wel! 
British territorics ia Europe was placed on a footing 48 from a sense af the impolicy of her laws 
of reciprocity, = | The first relaxation of the absolute and unqualified 

But ihe intercourse between the United States and / system of prohibition, and the first change in the co- 
the British West Indices, and the possessions ou the | joniat policy of restriction, was by the act of parlia- 
continent of North America, was expressly excepted | pent of the 24th of June, 1822, which opened a cer- 
from Uiese mutual regulations, and eavh party “as | tuin tist of enumerated ports in the British American 
to remain in the possession of its rights. Great Bre | colonies, for the importation of certain specified arti- 
lain, in consequeuce, resorted to the system of iler- | cles direct from the producing country, and for ex- 
diction to the ndmuissiou of our vessels tuto ber Ame- | portation direct to the country of the earrying ves- 
rican colonial ports. __|sel, aud providing, also, for certain duties to be levi- 

This very exception shews that, while reserving | ed om certain importavle articles from any foreicn 
this trade for special regulaiton, and refustng to adopt | state, island, or country, and which authorized the 
with regard to it the equal princsplies Upon Which the King, ib council, to prohibit trade and intercourse 
general commerce was placed, she had ia view the | with any country, if the privileges granted by this act 
emtire monopoly; and, accordingly, She nut only | to foreign ships. are notallowed to British ships trad- 
claimed the exclusive trade aud navigation of the 


bond not to land their cargoes in any of the closed 
ports. This was a non-intereourse, in British ves. 
sels, with poris closed by British laws against ves. 
sels of the United States. The supplementary lav, 
of 15th May, 1820, was a non-intercourse, with g! 
British American colonies, and a prohibition of al! 
articies, the produce of those colonies, except the 
produce of any colony imported directly from itself. 

These laws were intended to counteract the re- 
strictive system adopted hy Great Britain, and were 
not enacted until repeated unavailing attempts were 
made to settle, by negutiation, the terms of a libera! 
intercourse. 


The effect of the several laws of the two countries 
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ing to such country. 
colonics, but she uttempted to curry on that trade in 
her vessels iu our productions, aad through our ports, 
to the eatire exclusiou uf our shipping. 

Although the colonies were dependent upon us for 
the necessaries of fife, and our morkets were neces 
sary to eect the exchanses by which they procured 
them, she wmainieined a rizerous prolubitios on our 
Navigaiion up to the period of 1822, except during 
lempurary suspensions of her laws, occasioned by ber 
necessities. ‘Phe greaicr part of that period, an an- 
nual trade of cleven millions, ove half produced and 
the other balf consumed in the United States, em- 
ploying one bundred thousand tons of shipping, with 


live or six thousand seamen, and forming an agere- | 


ate of treienl and prout of two millions, was curried 
op by British navigation; while American preduce 
Was buithened by heavy duties, even when carried 
by British ships, and witie the vessels of European 


nations, haviug colonics, were admitted, under cere | 


+ t ar." ~~ | 


tain limitations, ints 4 Cosi de Posts, 


On the Gth May, 1822, congress passed an act io 
anticipation of the act of parliament last referred to, 
but having no precise information of the terms and 
/concitions upon which it was contemplated to open 

ihe trade, they were obliged, in order to be prepared, 
fo meet the views of that government in any mcusure 
‘of accommodation they might adopt, to give the pre- 
sideut of the United States ihe power, by proclama- 
tion, to declare the ports of the United States ope 
to British vessels fron: the colonies in the West In- 
dics “uoder Ceriain reciprocal rules aud restric- 
/tions.”? 
| ‘The presidentissued his proclamation 24 h August, 
S22, Gecjaring the perits epen to British vessels, un- 
, der such restrictions as, in his opinion, corresponded 
rwith the terins on which the ports of the colonies hed 
i been opened to American vessels. There was ex- 
treme cificulty ia forming reciprocal rules and re- 
| strictions, correspondent to the restricted terms ou 
red by the act of parliament 
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(the 24th June, 1822. The duty was, by “recipro-; The rules and restrictions prescribed by the p:esi* 
u rules and restrictions,” to give “like privileges” to| dent, corresponded, in effect, with the terms of the 
hens conferred by their law. A very equal and ac-| act of parliament, but, there were diserimsotions 


tive competition existed between the shipping of the | created by this aci unfavorable to American produe-" 
two countries. The scale was nicely balanced, and) tions, such asa duty on importation, averaging 10 per 

the preponderance easily given. it was, therefore, | cent. and on exportation to the United States of 4 

a delicate operation to establish the terms of an ex-} per cent. duties, not pre-existing, but created ty the 

tensive intercourse, involving so many interests, na-| same act, which opened the ports, which he could 

tional, as well as indi ridual, with a powerful compe- | not countervail or counteract by any reciprocal rules. 

titor, acting upon a system of restrictions. It was The exact or even satisfactory graduation of the pri- 

impossible, from the nature of the trace afd the} vileges and restrictions contemplated by these acts,. 
terms proposed, to make the restrictions, on our pari, |) was a matier of extreme difheulty, and information 

the exact counterparts, or to conler exactly the sume | was immediately communicated to the British govern- 
privileges, as those contained in the act of pariiament | ment “that further measures would be indispensable 
From the existing state of things, it was impossible | on both sides, to obtain a result satisfactory to both,” 

to limit our concessions, or to make our restrictions} This subject was submitted to congress at their, 
conform in kind to theirs. ‘They began by a limita | next session, with a full explanation of all the dis- 
jon to the direct trade—prohibition of important ar crepances of opinion which had occurred in the exe- 
ticles—admission of certain articles only, and these} culion of the law of the preceding session, and as 
burthened by a heavy duty, and an export duty on) that law expired by its own limitation, it became me- 
the articles imported here. To open our ports by} cessary to act again 

“rules reciprocal,” and ‘wath the like priviieges,”’ Ono the Ist of March, 1823, congress passed an act 
ihe president should have had the power of prohibi- suspending the acts of 1818 and 1820 &e. which 
tion, and should have exercised it on ther most va- | opens a cirect trade with the enumerated British co- 
juable staple; the power, not of removing exiating | lonial ports, and authorizes the president, upon proof 
duties, but of imposing additional ones, of prescrib- | that no other or higher duties of tonnage or impost, 
ing regulations for the payment of duties and port) or charges, &c. opon American vessels, or upon the 
charges, and Gesignating the precise number of ports | goods, wares, and merchandise imported therein, 
to be opened, equivalent to hers; whica powers he| are exacted then upon British vessels, or the like 
did pot possess. The president opened the ports on) goods, wares, and merchandise imported from else 
such terms as. with the best advice and most mature | where, to issue his proctamation declaring that no 
reflection, he deemed reciprocal in elfect. At tliey other or higher duties of tonnage or impost, or charges, 
were not like privileges, the king in council could | &c. upon British vessels coming from the said ports, 
then have withdrawn the privileges from us, which | or the goods, wares, and merchandise imported there- 
power he did not exercise. in shall be levied, than on American vessels, or the 


One important exception was made to the terms of goods, wares aad merchandise imported therein. 


the proclamation, in which the British minister re This act was passed advisedly, and with great unani- 
quired the removal of the discriminating duty on} mily, with a perfect knowledge of the point in issue 
foreign ships. This claim was eilher founded on the | between the two countries, with all the correspon- 
law of the 3d of Mareb, 1815, or on the Jast act, of dence on the subject. il 

the Gth of May, 1822. If it was founded on the for- This law contemplated a mutual Pepeal of all diseri= 
mer, then po proof was furnished, such as ihat law minating or countervailing duties of any kind. It 
required, to establish the fact, “that the discriminat | tendered a removal of discriminating duties imposed 
ing or countervailing duties, so far as they operate) by our laws on British vessels in this trade, and the 
to the disadvantage of the United States, have been repeal of the impost duty imposed on otirr produce by 
abolished” in the West India colonies. The Jast acti their laws. 

of parliamen. did not abolish any discriminating or The effect of the word elserchere, was discussed and 
countervailing duties; besides, it was thought that the wel! understood it was ingerted because it was the 
law of 1815 was inapplicable, inasmuch asa special most apt and expressive word to meet the case. The 
provision had been made for the case of the British | import of the word was distinctly seen by the British 
West India colonies, in the jast act of congress, pre-! minister, fo whom the bill was submitted on its pas- 
scribing new terms, with regard to them, adapted to | sage. The word was intended to mean any other place 
their peculiar condition; and superseding, us to them) than the place of importation, and in contradistince+ 
the actof 3d March, 1815. The evidence offered | tion to any foreign place. 


was notuntil the meeting of the next congress, cw hen It will be perceived, that at this staze, the two 20% 
that subject wos again referred to that body,) and) 


aster vernmen‘s came fairly to issue. The one offering an 

was not of a satisfactory character: aud Mr. Canniog | equalization of duties, by repealing the import duty 

dectined pledging himself or his government to any | on one side, and removing the alien duty on the other, 

declaration, that there were uo discriminating dutles! whie the other party insists to .etain the 7th section 

in the enumerated ports. imposing a duty of impoctation, and demands the re- 
He did not make his claim, in the first instanee,| moval of our duties. 


under the Jaw of 1815, but under the act of the 6th | The act of congress opened the direct trade wilh 
May, 1822, which gave tbe president the power to) the ealonies, with no other inequality than the discri- 
open the ports, “subject to such reciprocal rules and! minating duty. We did not ask the repeal of their 
restrictions” as he might preseribe. | duty of importation, but proposed, if ours was incon- 
A‘ter the publication of the proclamation, a direct | venient, to remove it, provided they removed theirs, 
appeal was mae to the president to remove, under | which was a matter of strict justice, as, in the opinion 
the authority of this act, the discriminating duty from of the commiliee, wil! be made to appear. 
the British vessels arriving from the colonies, which At this stage, the British government had this quese 
he refused, because it was not in the competency of} tion in their own hands. They had the right. Ist. To 
the presidentto remove or repeal duties prescribed by | let the trade remain where the laws now placed 
an act of congress, pre existing and independent of it. 2dly. To remove these restrictions mutually. 
any restrictions imposed by any law upon the inter- 3dly. To countervail it by another equal duty. 4th. 
course with the colonies, and which could only be | To open the trade te the rest of the world. Sth. To 
revoked by the authority by whjch it was enacted, | negotiate; and, lastly, to restore the interdict. She 
and in the manner prescribed by tue act. . refused to remoye ber duty: she laid a retaliatory 
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duty equal to our alien duty; opened her ports to the 
rest of the world, and has now excluded us from any 
participation 

Thus far the regulations of the two countries has 
depended on legislation. At every period in its pro- 
gress, the representatives of the great interests it 
concerns, have been consulted, and the wisdom of 
congress, aided by the experience of the executive, 
has directed our course. The failure to adjust this 
commercial intercourse upon equal terms, has arisen 
from the value of the principles it invoived, the in- 
trinsic difficulty of arranging, harmoniously, all the 
parts of a complicated system, and the sensibility 
which each nation feels to its own interest. 


Your committee will present a short view of this 
question, and without imputing to Great Britain any 
thing buta proper sense of her own rights and duties, 
attempt to vindicate the principles which have 
influenced the conduct of this government. It will 
be a matter of gratulation to every American citizen, 
to know, if it shall so appear, that the policy of the 
country has been wise and just and liberal. That we 
have adhered, with the dignity which becomes the 
character of the hation, to her rights, and that she, 
at least, has not been in the wrong, and cannot be an- 
swerable for the consequences, to whatever result it 
may lead. 


The trade between the United States and the Bri- 
tish colonies was mutually advantageous to their 
agriculture and navigation. I’or seven years after the 
peace it was her avowed object to exctude us from 
any participation in its benefits. It was ours to op- 
pose such apretension. We have been driven into 
this commercial struggle, by the spirit of her legista- 
tion, which left us no option but the recognition or 
resistance of her exclusive, monopolizing system 
When she made partial reiaxaiions, she expected 
general concessions. When she offered a restricted 
and limited trade, she asked a free access to all our 
ports, a trade in ail productions, and to ve absolved 
from all restraints and burthens. We have met every 
overture in the spirit of liberality. 


We tendered her a free commercial intercourse, 
which she declined to accept. When she excluded 
us from her colonial ports we closed our ports against 
British vessels coming from ports closed against us. 
When she opened her ports to direct trade, we did the 
same. When she admitted our vessels with certain 
enumerated articles, we opened all our ports to all her 
productions. When she asked the removal of our dis- 
criminating duty, we required, as a precedent condi- 
tion, and asa fair equivalent, the repeal of the im- 
port duty; a discrimination highly unfavorable to our 
productions, as ours was to their vessels. When she 
offered usa fair competition in the vessels, we offered 
the same in the vessels and productions of both coun- 
tries, by the removal of all unequal! duties, charges, 
and discriminations. When she persisted in the 
right to levy the import duty, and to demand the re- 
peal of our duty, and, in the spirit of retaliation, 
jevied a similar counterraiting duly, we, on our part, 
fatigued with the conflict, anxious to avoid collision, 
unwilling to disturb the intercourse then in success- 
ful operation, and desirous to try the effect of the ex- 
periment, declined to proceed any further in this 
counteracting system, in the hope that the contem- 
plated negotiation, which had now become indispen- 
sable, would, upon amicable explanation, lead to a 
satisfactory conclusion. 


The distinction must be borne in mind, that we 
have not at eny time required of her the repeal of 
her commercial law. We have merely refused to 
repeal our own. 

The abstract right of Great Britain to make her 
own laws; to foster her colonies; to protect her trade 





So, also, have we the right, which is equally sacred 
and binding, of cherishing our interests and our iusti- 
tutions. 

It has been said, that the right to supply her colo- 
nies, and protect her productions, in her own mar- 
kets, was a fundamental law of her policy, upot 
which was founded her colonial power and maritime 
strength, and which she could not surrender. Aud 
is not our trade and our navigation, which are sso 
connegged with our agriculture, equally the founda- 
tion of our strength and power? These are vital in- 
terests to both But the policy by which she regu- 
lates those interests is founded in a system of artifi- 
cial rules, which she modifies every day, to suit her 
purposes. There is nothing sacred in them. They 
change with the vicissitudes of the seasons, and the 
changing scenes of the political world. They have 
lately professed a new theory, and have, in maity in- 
stances, since this discussion began, altered the colo- 
nial system, with which the rights of navigation 
were intimately blended. In the last fifty years this 
system has undergone an entire change: In the be- 
ginning, Ireland itself was a dependency, and was 
made subservient to the interests of the parent state; 
but under wiser councils she has been freed frotn its 
restraints. Atthat time, a rigid exclusion of the co- 
lonies from all commercial intercourse, except with 
the mother country, was the fixed law of coloniza- 
‘tion, and was a purt of the international law. But 
the act of 1825, and the very laws we have been con- 
sidering, are deviations from the old code; and every 
session of parliament produces some new project of 
innovation. A new light has broke in on legisla- 
tion, which has exposed the errors of their exclusive 
systems. Trade must be released from the thraldom 
of regulation The colonisl possessions of Great 
Britain have become so extensive that, in the present 
state of the world, a new code has beeome necessa~ 
ry. 

By this eolonial system, while she claims her inter 
colonial trade, that is, the exclusive right of supply- 
ing and carrying for all her vast possessions, and, as 
far as she can, all commerce with them, she expects 
us to abandon to her the only protection we have 
given to our navigation 

The right to carry between the colonies, and be- 
tween colonies and the mother country, is the right 
merely to the coasting trade, which we also claim to 
appropriate to ourselves, and which we have secured 
to our shipping by our laws. But itis the right of 
the nation which they mray regulate Or abolish at will, 
or which they may yield to the fair competition of 
any nation who may offer a suitable equivalent. 
There is nothing sacred in the right, and England 
may and would do se, if it was her interest, or if the 
advantage wos greater than the sacrifice. With her 
itis a question of power and profit. H itis aright 
which England cannot surrender, it must be a very 
valuable privilege which they ask us to yield to them; 
and if it is valuable, it was worth contending for, for 
exactly as itis profitable to them, is it injurious fo’ 
us. We have not demanded of her to surrender 
any of these advantages. We merely claim to ex- 
ércise ours atthe same time, and In the saine waye 


a 


In opening the trade of the West Indies to us, it 
presented the inquiry, how far such preferences as 
she elaimed to herself were compatible with the li- 
beral principies on which we opened the trade to 
her? \VYnether what she offered us was a just equi- 
valent for the extensive market, and Juerative trade, 
which we gave her? It was a question of equiva- 
lents. Great Britain nominally opened her colonial 
ports to our trade and navigation. fn the first place, 
she prohibited several articles of primary necessity 
aad of great value, Which our country produced, and 





and navigation, was never denied, and is undeniable. | rican possessions. The balance, which she was una- 


then protected a!l the productions of her North Ame- 
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ble to supply herself, which no other nation could 
furnish certainly so cheaply, and for which her co- 
lonies were dependent, she offered us; but still bur- 
thened with a heavy duty. In return, we gave her 
an open unrestricted admission, with all her produc- 
tions, into all our ports, where her articles met with 
little competition from ours. The market she open- 
ed to us, Was in some articles entirely filled, and in 
all others partially supplied by her, from her own 
colonies, by her own vessels, upon terms exclusively 
favorable to her trade and navigation. And, in con- 
sideration of opening such ports and markets, so sup- 
plied, and under such conditions, she demands the 
free admission of her vessels and productions into 
our ports, on the same terms as our own. 

It was a question, not of the right of Great Britain 
to lay duties and regulate her affairs; but whether, 
under the circumstances stated, she was warranted in 
demanding of us a repeal of the alien duties? 


Congress had in view, the equalization of all duties 
and charges of every kind, and the free admission of 
the vessels and produce of each country, in the ports 
of the other, upon the same terms. The like goods, 
wares, and merchandise, as weil as the vessels of 
each, should meet in the same ports on equal compe- 
tition; and while the impositions on our produce in 
their ports remained, the discriminating duty was a 
necessary measure of self defence. 

Your committee can perceive no foundation, either 
in nature or law, for the difference between colonial 
and other commerce; or between colonial powers 
and those having no colonies. The right to regulate 
commerce in general, is the same as the right to regu- 
late itfor colonies. The right to open and close the 
ports of the colonies, is the same as the right by which 
she does the same thing in the ports of the mother 
country. They are both included in the general 
right, claimed by all nations, to regulate its own af 
fairs in its own way. Upon this principle, Great 
Britain has the right on which she has always prac- 
tised, of maintaining a monopoly in her intercolonial 
trade, throughout her extensive possessions. But 
this right is limited to her territorial jurisdiction, and 
goes no further. The moment she attempts a foreign 
commerce, she invades the jurisdiction of another 
state possessing the same right. 

Great Britain has an undoubted right to regulate 
the trade and navigation of her colonies. So have 
we equally the right to regulate our commercial in- 
tercourse with them. She has the right to open or 
close her ports. So have we also. She may grant 
or refuse the indulgence of a trade with her colonies 
to foreign powers; so may we, likewise, grant or re 
fuse the indulgence of a trade from the colonies of 
any foreign power, to our ports. But no nation can 
gain any thing by the assertion of such principles. 
Nations are mutually dependent on each other; no 
one can claim any peculiar rights or exemptions, or 
any exclusive benefits or privileges. We are ail 
equal. Commerce when carried on between dif- 
ferent nations, must depend on compacts, and they 
must result from the mutually beneticial terms on 
which they are stipulated: and this in every case 
Jeads to the inquiry ‘what are the equal and recipro- 
cal conditions,’ under which commerce may be car- 
ried on, and these conditions require the assent of 
botk parties, each of whom owes to the other to be 
governed by what is just. 

If, therefore, Great Britain has for seven years 
monopolized the trade between her colonies and this 
country without compact, that at least is intrusive, if 

without equivalent, it is unjust, and if with permis- 
sion, itisa boon. If because tiis state of things can- 
not be longer tolerated, or she cannot have this trade 
upon her own terms, she interdicts our commerce 
with her colonies, it would seem to require no law to 
forbid her intrusign into our ports, but the delicacy 


which the law of the case would impose. But if 
that is not adequate, no nation could, with a proper 
sense of its rights and dignity, hesitate to apply the 
proper law to the case 

If she finds in our ports an ample market for her 
productions, and a cheap supply for the wants of her 
colonies, upon what principle of justice can she ask 
to appropriate to herself, without equivalent, all the 
advantages of the intercourse, and upon what princi- 
ple of self-respect, could we permit it toa nation, 
who, in her own peculiar but empatic language, ‘has 
applied the interdict to us?” 

The principle of equal competition, founded on a 
just reciprocity, resulting, (if possible, in the nature 
of things), in a fair participation, is the basis of all 
our laws and negotiations. We ask no advantage but 
what may result from our peculiar position and the 
character of our people. 


We offer to all nations the utmost freedom of com- 
mercial intercourse, founded on principles of equati- 
ty We proceed, step by step, with every nation, in 
adapting our Jaws of trade to their peculiar systems, 
either enlarging or restraining the liberty of com- 
merce, and graduating it by an exact scale of reci- 
procity, and from this rule we cannot with safety de- 

art 

. When, therefore, Great Britain, moved by what- 
ever cause of interest, necessity, or convenience, de- 
sires an intercourse between her colonies and this 
country, she must consult with us on the equal, fair 
and mutually beneficial conditions on which both par- 
ties may engage in it, ‘‘and should any nation, (in 
tae language of Mr. Jefferson), coutrary to our wishes 
suppose it may better find its advantage, by continu- 
ing its system of prohibitions, duties, and regulations, 
it behoves us to protect our citizens, their commerce 
and navigation, by counter-prohibitions, duties, and 
regulations, also. Free commerce and navigation 
are not to be given in exchange for restrictions and 
vexations, nor are they likely to produce a relaxation 
of them.” 


The attempt by mere acts of legislation, to adjust 
the principles of this intercourse, upon terms satis- 
factory to both, had proved abortive, and negotiations 
were, by mutual arrangements, opened in London in 
1824, and, after a full discussion, the conferences 
were closed to give time for reference of the subject, 
in order to prepare for the renewal of it at a conve, 
nient time. 


The instructions conformed to the principle of our 
laws, the removal of the alien duty on vessels, and 
the repeal of the duty of importation. This princi- 
ple had been maintained uniformly by the acts of 
congress. If there had been a disposition here to aban- 
don the ground, or to vary the principle, it might 
have been done by legislation. There was no mo- 
tive then, if the executive had felt authorized, to 
change our position in the first instance. Butin the 
hope that some concession or compromise might be 
effected, and other valuable rights secured, the navi- 
gation of the St. Lawrence was connected with it;a 
right which naturally pertains to the colonial trade. 
The fixed policy of Great Britain, favoring and fos- 
tering her North American possessions, rendered her 
tenacious of the ground she had taken; and a hope 
was indulged, that this right, invaluable to a portion 
of our country, and which turned a lucrative trade 
within the sphere of her commerce, would be made 
the basis of anaccommodation. But she declined.to 
consider them together. 


The first object of the negotiation was to explain 
and discuss the subject; to compare opinions, and, if 
bo agreement was made, to obtain their views and 
propositions, to be referred here for examination, 





and, finally, to conclude a convention embracing al! 
points arising out of the colonial question. — 





— 


PT tT 


¢ 
j 
i 





> ae 


$84 


—_ 


NILES’? REGISTER—FEB. 10, 1827—FORKLIGN COMMERCE. 





ee lt nese ene aan - 


The British ministers presented their proposition in 


the paper L, and their remarks and explanations in 
the paper marked W. The minister not being au- 
thorized to accept them, took them for reference to 
this government, and which necessarily suspended 
the negotiation. 

Various causes, perfectly well known to the Bri- 
tish government, and sutticient to evince that no in- 
tentional neglect or insensibility to the subject, but 
causes under the control of events, unforseen and 
uncontrollable, had delayed the renewal of the nego- 
tiations. 

The British government, in their proposals, had 
varied the ground on which the question before 
stooc, and had now tendered, a modification on the 
principle of compromise, which was conceived and 
communicated in the most amicabdie sentiments, and 
the most sincere desire to bring this matter to a con- 
clusion 

It presented a new question. It was the refusal to 
treat on our terms; and their ultimatum, accompani- 
ed, however, with pledges, that if the terms propos- 
‘ed operated injuriously to one party and advantage- 
ousiy to the other, that such additional laws and re- 
gulations should be adopted as the case required; 
and with assuranccs that they woald always place us 
on the footing of the most favored nation, ang gra- 
dually conforming, as circumstances would ptrmit, 
to ihe law of 1815. 

It involved cither the abandonment of our propo- 
sition, or the interruption of the negotiations, the ac- 
ceptance of the contingent proposition, or the tener 
of new propositions, and the eonssleration of what 
those should be. 


The responsibility of the officer charged with the | 


diplomatic relations, in concluding an arrangement 
allecting so many interests, required great cattion in 
the decision, and time for reflection and consultation. 

A short but busy session ensued, which left no time 
but for the current business of the executive depart- 
ment. At the close of the session, a new sdminis- 
tration came intoctice, with an entire new organiza- 
tion. Our minister (*Ir. Kush) at London returned, 
and Mr. King immediately reptaced bim, and prepa- 
ratious Were made to rencw the suspended negolia 
tion. 

Embracing several subjects of great magnitude and 
deep interest to this couniry, for which it was itpos- 
sible to prepare instructions af once, by an oflicer 
charged with extensive diplomatic and consular cor- 
respondence, consideratly increased at thut time, in- 
structions were, in the first instance, given for the 
negotiation of the indemnity for the slaves, then of 
most urgent necessity; and the other instructions 
were to follaw as soon as they could be prepared, 

Mr Kirg arrived in Englund in August, 1825, in 
yery bad health. ‘The British cabinet were dispers- 
ed, and not expected to re-assemble notil Jate in the 
scCason. 
acts, of June audJuly, which presented anew policy 
and Opcrve d new considerations (or the acceptyunce ol 
this government. Mr King’s indisposition contianed, 
and tinaliy ieft no hope of his being able to conduct 
the arduous negotiations confided te him, and, conse- 








In the mean time, Great Britain passed two) 


quentiy, it was unnecessary to forward the instruc: | 


lions. 
British minister, were imineditely made for a joint 
mission, vat, Me. King desiring to return, Mr. Gal- 
Jatin was appointed sole minister, and furnisiied with 
instructions. 


Considerable time had elapsed, but ander circum- 
stances occurring under the eye of the British minis- 
ter, and of which he was regularly informed. No 
impatience, however, was maniiested, and, since ihe 
British countervailing duty of 1823, by which they 
put themselves, on their own principles on an equaii- 
ty, we were the aggrieved party. In Mareh, 1826, 


Preparations, at the friendly suggestion of the | 








the British minister informed this government tha 
the ministers on their part, were appointed to re 
sume, forthwith, the important negotiations pending 
between the two countries. He suggests, also, the 
propriety of joining another minister to conduct the 
negotiation. 

No intimation was given that any change had taken 
place in the views or policy of the government. No 
dissutisfaction with the existing state of the trade; ay 
ardent desire manifested to resume the negotiation, 
but without a remark on the delay, which they knew 
was unavoidable; and it was distinctly known to the 
British minister that instructions would be in the 
hands of the minister by the end of May, which it 
was thought would be as soon as Mr. Gallatin could 
arrive, who was to be charged with them. The in- 
structions, without any reference to the time they 
were drawn up, were necessarily dated after the ap- 
pointment of the minister to whom they were directed, 

ir. Gallatin arrives, and, two days after, the or- 
der inconncil issues, without notice or explanation. 
An order which not only annuis all the Jaws to which 
reference has been made, [but] cuts cff, abruptly, al} 
negotiation, and all intercourse with the British West 
ludia colonies; which entirely changes the relation of 
the two countrics; is at variance with the sentiments 
and propositions referred to us, and irreconcilable 
with the invitations received during the spring of 
1526, to continue the negotiations. 

Your commitice have stated these occurrences, be- 
cause they justify the conduct of this government, 
and they forbear to make any reflection on the con- 
cuct of Great Britain. 

The acis of parliament of June and July conitain- 
ed the principles of anew system of colonial poli- 
cy, the object of which was to facilitate the trade to 
the Spanish American colonies, by entrepots in Ler 
West India Islands, npon the warehousing plan, and 
toopen the trade to the rest of the world, who had 
not before enjoyed it, upon certain restrictions, but 
not to those (not having colonies) who should give 
her like or equal privileges, but who should place her 
‘fon a footing of the most favored nation.” 

These laws were framed with views to her own ge- 
neral trade, both with this hemisphere and the Euro- 
pean continent, through her West India colonies. It 
was not known or expressed to be a tender of the 
fixed ond unalterable jawsof her trode. Ht was not 
thought to contain a sing qua non, nor believed to an- 
ticipate the resuit of negotiations pending between 
us, which we were long aficr invited to resume 
The nations who had eoicnies could and did accept 
the terms; but, to those that had no colonics, the 
lerms were unequal. Great Dritain opens a restrict- 
ed trade to her colonies, and adinits all on an equal 
footing. We, having no restrictions, are to admit 
her on the footing of the mést favored nation. There 
is no reciprocity in this, although it ts possible, un- 
der peculiar circumstances, such terms may be ac- 
ceptable. 

These laws were not notified to us as containing 
the British ultimatum, or as intended, (if not accept 
ed), to supersede the established regulations be- 
tween US. 

They contained numerous seclions and great com- 
plexity; they were nnperfectly understood, different 
ly construcd, and teit us ignorant of the exient of 
the concession we were required Lo make, in placing 
thei on the ‘footing of the most favored nation,” ex- 
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pA desire to BIve a pretty full account ot interesting 
proceedings in congress, has compelled us to cut-off 
this report—the remainder wil, however, appear in 
the first pages of the next number, and when the we- 
lurse as bound, will not appear broken.] 
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